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=? Many articles intended to have been inserted 
in this number, are, of necessity, postponed. We 
kave not half the room that we want. 
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there was some “‘sharp-shooting,” and it could not b® 
expected that every member, in his character of a le 
gislator, would forget his feelings as a man. 


The following presents a general view of the vote 


Mr. Clay’s great speech on the tariff question has | recently taken, and of that of 1818, when the same 
reached us in pamphlet form—and, long as it is, we subject was disposed of in the house of representa- 


shall soon insert it, to be followed by what shall be) 


thought the ablest en the opposite side, in reply. It 


tives: 





does not so much “cae of that splendid eloquence 
for which the speaker is so celebrated, as of extensive 
yesearch, acute discrimination and practical truth; 
and, if the opponents of the system will read it con- 
siderately, it will cause them to retire from many of} 
their objections to the bill, if not reconcile most of 
them toi inginic. 





TARIFF. 
1824. 


THE TARIFF. 
1818. 
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The 
tter from Washineton— 
After the passage of the bill on Friday, the 16th| 
jast. when the house had adjourned and the speaker | 


had voted with the majority, said to him—*“we have | 
done pretty well, to-day.” ‘Yes,’ returned Mr.} 
Clay, “‘we made a good stand, considering we lost 
both our Feet.’ Alluding to Mr. Foot, of Connecti- 
cut, and Mr. Foote, of New York, who both voted 
against the biil, though it was thought, some time ago, 
that they would support it. | 
Tne fate of the bill in the senate is exceedingly | 
doubtful. The vote taken on a proposition to refer it’ 
to the committee on finance, which failed, 22 for and’ 
23 against it, appears favorable to ils passage, unless | 
there are disagreements about the details. It is pos-, 
sible that one or two of the yeas may vote for the} 
vill, and one of the nays be against it—and one of its| 
friends was absent on the vote; besides, a new sena-| 
tor from Hlinois is expected, who, it is thought, will | 
ve for the bill. 
Some, however, count so close as to divide the se-| 
nate equally, whereby the decision will rest on the 
casting vote of the president. Gererge Clinton was 
the only vice president ever so pluced on a great na-| 
tional question—the bank of the United States; and| 
‘ir. Tompkins will, 1o doubt, with equal ability and| 


; 


firmness, meet a similar condition, if it occurs. | 





THE TARIFF BILL, after a discussion of nearly ten | 


; 


weeks, has passed the house of representatives, by 107| 
to 102, every member being present, except two, and | 


some attended who were so much indisposed as actu- 
ally to have left their beds for the purpose of giving 
dieir votes. The absentees were friendly to the bill. 

_The yeas and nays on the passage of the bill are not 
given inthis sheet, because they are exactly the same 
as those recorded in the last “Register” on the third 
reading of it, except that Messrs. Edwards and Miller, 
who were absent on that vote, were present on the 
fina! question, and so increased the amount of the 
yeas from 105 to 107. 


It is believed that the house never was so full before; 
and the vote abundantly shews the deep interest that 
was felt on the subject; and it is with much pleasure 
the people will learn, that the debate, generally, was) 


conducted with honorable forbearance and rete 


ion, and a respect for motives, which should always pre- 


dividual stands on an equality with each of his fel- 

‘ows. Without this, brutal force must govern where 

‘eason Should reign. The first is the stay of monar- 

chies—the last the essence ef republicanism. But 
Yor. XXVI-—-8 


jeu @ esprit is communicated by 2! Maine 
| Massachusetts 
New-Hainpshire 


. Rhode-Island 
was stepping down from his seat, a gentleman, who| Connecticut 


vail in legislative or other bodies, wherein every in-' 
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Vermont 
New-York 
New-Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia 

North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 
Louisiana 
Mississippi 
Alabama 
Missouri 
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{Add to the 107 ayes, Mr. Speaker Clay, who, be- 
ing in the chair, did not vote, with Mr.Ingham, of Penn- 
syivania, and Mr. Jennings, of Indiana, who were ab- 
sent, they will stand at i110—and, supposing the va- 
cancy in the Massachusetts delegation had been filled, 
tie nays might have been 103. ] 
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This little table presents much matter for serious 
reflection and remark. It shews a wonderful falling 
off in the eastern states. Maine, Massachusetts and 
New-Hampshire, out of 21 votes presentin 1815, gave 
10 for the tariff; and now, out of 25 votes, they give 
only three. There also has been an unexpected change 
in the representation of New-York to the same side 
—but New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, &c. stood their 
ground, and the union of the west saved the bill. Vir- 
ginia, and all the rest of the states south and south- 
west, have also been consistent—they gave three votes 
for the tariff on each oceasion; but two of these are 
now from Tennessee, and North and South Carolina 
were unanimous against the bill. 


The states may be classed as follows— 

Navigating and fishing states. Maine, New-Hamp- 
shire and Massachusetts—say 23* against, and 3 fora 
tariff for the protection of domestic industry. 





*] have counted the whole number of members, from 


‘this and the other districts, as if present. 
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Manufacturing. Rhode-Island and Connecticut—7 
for and 1 against. | ae 


es | 
Grain growing. -Vermont, New-York, New-Jersey, | 


Pennsy!vania, Delaware, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, L- 
linois and Missouri—94 for, and 9 against. 


Tebacco planting and grain growing. © Maryland—s | 


against and 3S for. 

Tobacco aid cotton planting. Virginia, North Caro- 
Jina, South Carolina, Georgia, Mississippiy Alabama— 
54 against and 1 for. 

Coiton and grain growing. Tennessee—7 against and 
2 for. ! 
Sugar and cotton planting. Louisiana—s against. 


The navigating and fishing states opposed the bill, | 


because of an apprehension that it would injure com- 
merce—the grain growing states supported it, be- 
cause of a belief that its passage would benefit agri- 
culture, and the planting states united with the navi- 
gating against the bill, for the reason that it would be 
injurious to agriculture! On this ground, the two last 
classes are at issue; but, if we deduct the members 
from the grain growing states, that we may suppose 
were influenced by other than considerations speci- 
ally favorable to agriculture—ti will appear that what 
may be called the agricultural vote on the tariff, was 
as almost two for to one against it—that is, 95 ¢rein 
growing against 57 planting. 

The unanimity of the navigating states against the 
wishes of the middle grain growing states, will sur- 
prise those who recellect that the states first refer- 
red to were indebted to the last for the passuge of every 
law that protected and established theiy navigation; such 
as the discriminatory duties on imports and tonnage, 
the building of ccrtain frigates, &c. for ‘the protec- 
tion of commerce against the Barbary powers,” and, 
in 1796, the establishment cf a reguler navy “for the 
protection of commerce’ in general. IT am hunting 
up the old journals of congress and other papers to 


‘shew the facts here asserted, and, when obtained, the! 
yeas and nays on sufidry bills for the ‘“‘protection” of | 
American ships and vessels, andthe almost exclusion | 


of foreign bottoms, shall be published by states; as 
well as the votes for and against the navy, &c. which 
now, in its simple character of a protector of property 


vested in ships, costs the nation at least a million of 


dollars a year; the balance of the expense of the es- 


tablishment being put to account of the national de- | 
fenee. Is notthis true? We spend trom the public; 


ireasury 250 or 300,000 dollars a year to protect a 
few vessels in the Pacific, the whole amount of whose 
cargoes of American produce is not equal to twice 
the sum paid for the guarding of it! But this is not 


all—we are called upon to build ten more sloops of 
war, further to minister to the wishes cf our mer- | 


chants and ship owners! 

Virginia, and the other southern states, have been 
cansistent—in former times they said, “let commerce 
protect itself,” we have nothing to do with it; we will 
send off our produce on board of such vessels as will 
carry it the cheapest; it docs not make a cent’s dif- 
ference tous whether our tobacco is shipped on board 
of an American or foreign bottom; ict the business 
be open to competition, &. but the middle states 
then, though they had at the time a very small por- 
tion of the tonnage of the United States, stepped for- 
ward, and said that domestic industry ought to be 


encouraged, and so it was, by their liberality. Still! 
Virginia, &c. though now not so much opposed to the 


protection ef commerce as heretofore, says, let owr ma- 
vufaciurers protect themselves, and in support of the 


- proposition, uses against them precisely the same ar- 


guments that were used 30 years ago against naviga- 
tion. ‘These matters shall be shkewn in a way that he 


. who runs may read them; and we shall seriously in- 


quire, how it is that those who have been protected 
and nursed as “the apple of our eye,” at the cost of tens 


f anillions cof dollars from the public treasury, by 
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squadrons of ships in various seas, and ministcrs an 
agents atso many courts, and even by the late yy, 
which was strictly brought about by navigation q,/ 
commerce, are so unwilling to grant protection ;, 
hose to whom they are indebted for the mighty j,, 
nefits that they have so long enjoyed and now POsses. 


- 


BRITISH FINANCES AND A SPEECH ABOUT FREE Tiapr' 


The house of commons, (says a London paper), hay. 
ing resolve sitself into acommittee on the 4 per cer; 
acts,“the chancellor of the exchequer rose, and, in» 
most luminous and able manner, detailed his financ:) 
statement. He commenced with an account of the ye. 
venue and cxpenaiture of the last year, which has gq). 
ready been published. The amount of surplus wa 
6,710,985. From this amount was to be deducte; 
9,000,000 for the sinking fuad, which would leave a 
actual balarse availabic to present disposition ¢: 
1,710,985 pounds. 

[ite spoke about taking off the bounties on the lin; 
frade, and whaling and herring j.sheries, and of repea:- 
ing the dutics on run, coal, silk and wool, or of recy. 
ing them so as tomaxe a total reduction on the who 
of about 1,000,0001. Lie also to gran 
500,000. forthe building cf new churches, (of the e: 
tablished religion, of course), and 150,000/. for th: 
repairot Windsor Castle! The whole bounty on lip. 
ensat about 7d. tobe taken off immediately—and tha: 
on the finer sorts to be reduced 10 per cent. a yea 
until abolished. The duty on rurm to be reduced 1; 
bd. per gal. and the duty cn wool to 1d.—the presen: 
duty is 6d.) 

In the course of his remarks, the chancellor of the 
exchequer said— 

“Por some years past the ablest statesmen, and the 
most acute writers upon subjects of national econoc- 
ny, had arrived at a conviction that, to maintain me- 
nufactures by a system of prohibition was exceeding. 
ly impohtic. The government had made some pro- 
gress in removing those which fettered our own af- 
tairs. Butwere they to stop short where they were: 
Could they satisfy foreign states of their sincerity by 
what they had already donc; or would not foreign 
States rather conclude that they were not very much 
in earnest—that they dreaded that liberality of com- 
mercial intercourse im their hearts, which they were 
sv frequently known to profess. dt was almost impo- 
sible for them not to doubt the sincerity of these professions. 
What was the fact?) No sooner did the ministers of 
}any foreign state lay on a high duty on any article of 
| British commerce, but, as was well known to his right 
‘honorable friend who presided at the board of trade, 
letters and petitions came in from the leading mer- 
‘chants in the particular commodities, calling upon the 
{government to make remonstrances, with a train 6! 
| losing and adverse consequences, predicted in cas? 
those remonstrances should be made in vain. Then 
the ambassadors abroad were directed to state to the 
governments at which they were resident, the injur- 
ous effects which wouid accrue to British commerce, 
if the new duties should be enforced. What was th 
‘general answer?) Why, they were continually met 
by the character of the policy at home:—“It 1s im- 
possible for us to let in your articles, while you per 
sist in not receiying any of ours inte your ports.” 1 
was as Impossible tor a british ambassador to fihd 2 
sufficient auswer to this arewmentum ad hominen—it 
vas in vain to atiempt to elude a position of so plait 
and just a nature. ‘They must conclude that we had 
no belief in the soundness, practically, of that which 
we professed with so much warmth in the absiract. 
He believed that the practical good, in proportion as 
they might have courage to uy it, would be found to 
exceed the abstract summary. Y\ hy not now emancl 
pate the commerce of Great Uritain? Why not cut 
the chords that tied her down to the earth, and Jet he! 
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spring aluft, to convey the produce of our industry to 
every quarter of the world?—(Cheers. ) 


EC PThis speech, (like new cloths manufactured 
in Yorkshire out of old coats, imported by hundreds 
of bales at a time from the continent), was made for 
exportation—just in time for the use of the congress 
of the United States, acting on the tariff question. But 
itisas flimsy and as easily seen through, as the cloths 
just spoken of. | 

And has not the chancellor himself given us reason 
“to doubl the sincerity of his professions,” when, by tak- 
ing off certain bounties and the reduction of certain 
specifie duties, he so pompously talks about emanci- 
pating commerce? The bounty on linens is proposed 
iobe taken off—they are the product of Ireffnd, and; 
it will save to the revenue 100,000/. sterling a year, | 


at the expense of the poor people of that country, and | 


this is enough to justify the proceeding; but he says} 
nothing about the bounty allowed on British manu: | 
factured cotton goods, glass, &e. &e. And the bounty | 


is to be taken away from the whale and herring fishe- | 


ry—this will also save something, and hurt nobody but | 


the fishermen, oil and herrings being no great articles | 
of export. 


But the duties on rum, coal, silk and tool | 


are to be reduced, and how dg these things affect us— | 


affect, indeed, any other country than Britain and her | 


owncolonies? Nine tenths of the ‘‘rum,”’ properly so 
called, is made in Jamaica, Barbadoes, &c.—will 
they admit our whiskey at the reduced duty? No— 
that is not “‘rum;” and who would dream of import- 
ing coals into England, except as mere ballast? As 
to silk apd wool they are of no consequence, and the 
reduction of the duty on them will benefit instead of 
injure their manufacturers, though the latter may 
have some small éffect disadvantageous to their agri- 
culturalists. | 

I repeat it—the speech is made for exportation. 
When the chancellor of the exchequer shall propose, 
or parliament shal! pass, an act for the free admission 
of bread stuf and meats—then I shall believe that he 
:s Willing to “cut the cords that tie down commerce,”’ 
but not tillthen. Talking is one thing, and doing is 
another. 


Imports Ann exports. I find Mr. Webster still per- 
sisting in his doctrines of the balance of trade, and 
repeating the very decorous epithets of “jargon and 
nonsense” to the remarks of such men as Mr. Clay. 
On this subject, as it appeared necessary, on a former 
occasion, to animadvert on his remarks about the 
southern fisheries, so it seems again necessary to no- 
tice what he says concerning the profits of our expor- 
tation of foreign produce. He quotes the case of a 


cargo of coffee and drugs, and probably is correct in | ® 


his items. The general results of our commercial 
adventures might not present any thing which would 
Justify us in believing, that the instance he quotes is 
one of common occurrence—for such enormous pro- 
fits would produce a competition which would soon 
reduce them: but, be this as it may, a reference to the 





public documents will shew the fallacy of Mr. Web- | 


sfer’s ideas—a fallacy which has led him to use ex- 





ae 


pressions so unusual for him, when speaking of the 
opinions or arguments of others, and which he would 
not have applied, if he had, for a few moments, turn- 
ed his acute and discriminating mind to the act of 
10th of February, 1821, and the statistical tables made 
out at the treasury and printed by. order of congress. 
Mr. Webster has been of opinion that foreign goods 
imported, and the same goods exported, are entered 
in the treasury statements at the same price: reason- 
ing on this belief, it would naturally oceur to him, 
that the profits on our imports ought to be added to 


‘the value of the same articles when exported—that 


profits, freight and seamen’s wages were, in fact, do- 
mestic produce, aud should be entered as such in or 
exports, in order to come to.a correct conclusion as 
to the balance of trade—and there is no doubt that 
this is correct. It would be “jargon and nonsense”’ 
to assert the contrary; and, if the public documents 
were made out in any other way, they would mislead 
and deceive, instead of enlightening our minds on this 
interesting subject: but, if the document is made out 
on different principles, then it may be safely trusted 
as an exhibition of the general results of our com- 
mercial intercourse with foreign nations. 

The 10th section of the law of 1820, page 9, directs 
that all articles exported shall be valued at their ac- 
tual cost, or the value which they may bear, at the 
time of exportation, in the ports of the United States 
from which they are exported; and all articles im- 
ported shall be valied at their actual cost, or their 
value in the foreign ports from which they are exported 
for importation into the United States—that the direc- 
tions of the law are faithfully complied with, is evi- 
dent from an examination of the statements of our 
commerce for the year ending on the 30th September, 
1823—as will be seen by a reference to the following. 
items: 

POUNDS. DOLLARS. 


In:ligo imported, 893.397 Value, 1,751,966*%—say 2.09 eer ~ ln 
Due exported 860,584 2 141,88 1T—say 2.50 0 


32,813 [less] 389,915 [more] 

Thus, the exports being 32,813 lbs. less, produce 
$389,915 more than the whole quantity imported— 
the difference is profits, freight, &c. which is entered 
as so much exported value, 

POUNDS. DOLLARS. 
Teas imported, 2,210,000 Value, 2,361,245{—average 29 ets. per id. 
Teas exported, 1,736,000 813,000j— do. 47 # do. 

It is needless to go further into details to shew that 
the statements of our commerce are made on correct 
principles; the average profits on teas, say 18 cents a 
pound, being added to the imported value, shews the 
great errors into which a belief of a different mode of 
estimation wold lead us. 

In the great discussion now going on in congress, 
these facis are aijl-important, and do not seem to be 
sufficiently attended to. The question depends not 
so much on reasoning as facts and details, which ap- 
pear to be overlooked in the arguments of gentlemen 
on both sides. While it depends on reasoning, it is 
impossible to bring the members to one conclusion; 
but a resort to the public documents and the statistj- 
cal information they contain, would soon lead to con- 
viction. T. 
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Presipent Monror, GEN. Jackson AND Mr. Lownie. 
A very unpleasant matter is now making much noise 
in the newspapers, and it seems right that I should 
ive some account of it, which shall be in a simple 
statement of what are published as the facts of the 
case. 

In January last, it was positively stated in the Phila~ 
delphia “Democratic Press,” that, when Mr. Monroe 
was about to form his cabinet in 1816-17, he received, 
a letter from general Jackson recommending the ap- 


SQ 





*Pages 38, 39, 64 and 65. tPage 138. 
+Peges 25, 27, 64 and 65. §Page 123 and 129, 
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pointment of two distinguished democrats and two distin- 

uished federalists, as his secretaries to form his cabinet. 

he truth of this statement was instantly denied, and 
Mr. Kremer, one of the members of the house of re 
presentatives from Pennsylvania, directly waited on 
the president for information—who said that the 
charge was false, and that gen. Jackson had never 
recommended but one person for any office to him, 


mocratic Press,” refused credit to the facts as set 


——= 


immediately sent a note to the president advising 
him of the receipt of the copy and relating the man+ 
ner in which he had been put into possession of it. 
After this, he shewed the letter to the representative 
in congress from the district in which he resides, and 
then sealed it up and left itin the hands of that repre- 
sentative, “where it remained until the president 
finally declined to interfere.” 

Mr. Lowrie, then, according to his narrative, re~ 
quested Mr. Baldwin, of Pittsburg, who happened to 





forth by Mr. Kremer, and reiterated the charge, say- 


be in the city at the time, to wait on the president, 


ing that a letter from gen. Jackson, containing the re-; and state the facts mentioned above—and to add that 
commendation above given, was read by the president , the letter should be kept sealed up, until it was known 


to Messrs. Findlay and Lowrie, senators of the United 
States from Pennsylvania. The assertion was again 
denied, and the ‘‘Press” of the 29th Jan. had a com- 
munication, in which the writer declared he was au- 
thorized by general Jackson to say, thathe never wrote 


‘sucha letter; and to declare that Mr. Findlay had said 


he never heard the president read any letter of the 


character stated: and further that the president had: 


assured him, (Mr. F.), that he never had received 
such a letter from gen. J. 

It was now perfectly understood that the point in 
controversy depe:ded on the recollections of M. Low- 
rie, and he was considered as the author of the re- 
port. He was thus placed in a very irksome con- 
dition—the declarations of the president, of general 
Jackson and Mr. Findlay, being opposed to his own. 
In consequence, on the 15th of March last, he wrote 
a letter to the president, stating the case about which 
Mr. Findlay and himself called on him, saying ‘‘you 
took from your bundle a letter which you stated to be 


from gen. Andrew Jackson, and read to us a part there- 


what course the president would pursue. Mr. Bald- 
win reported that the president had not determined 
on doing any thing. Mr. L. waited till the 15th of 
March, when he wrote the letter to the president as 
above described. Another week having elapsed, 
withoug any step being taken in relation to the sub- 
ject, he requested Mr. Stevenson, from Virginia, to 
call on the president and ascertain whether he had 
received thie letier of the 15th March. Mr. S. didso; 
the president told him that he had received that let- 
ter, but declined doing any thing in the matter. Mr. 
Stevenson made a second visit to the president, with 
the same result, and so the matter stands at the pre- 
sent. 

Such appears to be the merits of the affair, and 
| the substance of al] that is publicly known about it. 
I have no comments to make; but it will surprise 
many to find that private papers of the president of 





the United States have been thus feloniously carried 
Pde gence the letter of gen. Jackson was mislaid, 
(and, as I have heard, very probably taken off and 





of. The part read, recommended to you, as a measure | returned), and the copy of the reply seems to have 


of policy, to form your administration by the appoint- | been absolutely stolen. 


Mr. Lowrie cannot be sus- 


ment of distinguished individuals from both the great | pected of having any part or participation in either 
political partics of the country, without mentioning | transaction, though some blame him for not instantly 
the names of individuals.” Mr. Lowrie adds, that he | sending to the president “the copy,’ which, (not- 
felt himself at perfect liberty to mention the circum-| withstanding we are bound to believe it came into his 


stance, but had never authorized the publication | possession honestly), was assuredly obtained in a dis- 
thereof—and then refers to the disagreeable situation honorable war, and remains to be the property of Mr. 


in which he has been involuntarily fixed, and asks | 
the president to publish the letter from gen. Jackson | 
that he refers to. [It appears, by Mr Lowrie’s letter, 
that that from gen. Jackson had been mislaid, but was 
now found.| As the president did not reply to Mr. 
Lowrie, he caused acopy of his letter just above allud- 
ed to, be published in the Philadelphia ‘‘ American Sen- 
tinel” of the 6th inst. with a note to the editor saying, 
that he felt the delicacy of his condition, but was 
bound to defend himself—concluding with a hope 
that it might not be indispensable to the further vin- 
dication of his character, to lay before the people the 
‘‘incontrovertible evidence” that was in his power, 
&e. This note was dated at Washington on the Ist 
April. 

Since the publication of this note, &c. Mr. Low- 
rie has been severely goaded in the newspapers, and 
challenged to bring forth his ‘“‘evidence,” in a way 
that shewed entire confidence in its failure to sup- 
port the charge against gen. Jackson—and it was 
strongly intimated that Mr. Lowrie had got posses- 
sion of the letter in question, or some other paper 
belonging to the matter at issue. In this situation of | 
the case, and in reply to certain queries propounded, 
Mr. Lowrie made a publication in the ‘‘National In- 
telligencer” of Monday last, saying that he had re- 
ceived, (without knowing from whom it came), a 
copy of Mr. Monroe’s letter in reply to gen. Jackson 
—which, indeed, rather appears to have been the ori- 
ginal than a copy, as a part of it is said to be in the 
hand writing of the president. It was sent to him, en- 
closed in a brief note, post marked at Richmond, Va. 
February 19. 

On its reception, Mr. Lowrie shewed it, confiden- 





(jally, toone of the oldest members of the senate, andj 


Monroe. But, on the other hand, it is asserted that, 
pressed as Mr. Lowrie is by the weight of the presi- 
dent, general Jackson and gov. Findlay against his 
assertions, he may rightfully use in his defence what. 
without his instrumentality, came into his possession. 
These are questions for casuists that I shall not at- 
tempt to decide. 





Messrs. Epwanps anp Crawronp. Wecopy from 
the “Washington Republican” an extract from an ex- 
traordinary paper laid before congress by Mr. Ed- 
wards, recently of the senate, and now minister to 
Mexico. The part given is probabiy sufficient to 
furnish a general idea of the contents of the paper, 
and Mr. Edwards is not sparing in charges ‘direct.’ 
The reports of the first and second committees con- 
cerning the suppressed documents, and various p2- 
pers belonging thereto, may be found by referring to 
the 23rd and 24th vols. of the ReeistTer. 

This paper has acted in congress like a live coa! 
thrown into a magazine of combustible matter. What 
the result will be, no onecan predict. It is howeve: 
referred to a very able committee, consisting o! 
Messrs. Floyd, Livingston, Webster, Randolph, Taylor, 
McArthur and Owen. 





Mr. Cumton. The removal of this gentlemas 
from the office of canal commissioner in the state o! 
New York, appears to have astonished every body 
who has heard of it—for, whatever some may think 
of the political character or conduct of Mr. Clinton. 
nearly all men regard hin as having been the soul of 
that policy which has redounded so much to the glo- 
ry, and will add so much to the wealth of his native 
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state. Meetings have been held at Albany* and New 
York, to express the feelings of the people on the sub- 
ject, and the Jast, on account of its numbers and 
respectability, is said to have been one of the 
greatest and most powerful ever held in America. 
The venerable col. Few presided; many resolutions 
were passe’), and a committee of thirty respectable 
citizens was raised to communicate the proceedings 
of the meeting to Mr. Clinton, &c. 

I cannot possibly spare the room necessary to re- 
cord a twentieth part of what will be said and done 
about this business—but, as the name of Mr. Clinton, 
as acanal commissioner, will be familiar hundreds of 
years after those of the politicians of the present day 
are forgotten—I shall, as soon as the ferment is a lit- 
tle over, and the simple truth of the case is clearly 
discernable, give a narrative of the matter for record 
and reference. His removal appears to have been a 
mere political ruse de guerre, to operate on the presi- 
dential election! The motion for it was made by one 


of the opponents of the electoral law, as is said, for | 


the purpose of identifying the friends of that bill as 
the friends of Mr. Clinton! and to avoid that, it seems 
that some of them fel] into and went along with the 
current! No pretence was offered, or reason whatever 
assigned, why Mr. Clinton should be dismissed. 





fr_--lf the things that have happened for two or 
three years past, and are daily happening, are not 
sufficient to disgust the people of the United States 
with caucusses and Gaucussing, and all sorts of manage- 
ment for the making of presidents, and if they wiil not 
interfere for the preservation of their rights 
they will deserve to be kept in continual hot-water by 
the office-mongers. 





It is not of so much conse- 
quence who shall be supported, as that he shall be 
successful—and so become otr agent to break up all 


We must take a stand. 


sorts of bargains and compromises unknown to the 


constitution, and in opposition to moral and political | 


virtue and truth. 





New Yorks. The republican members of the legis- 
lature of New York, friendly to the passage of the 
electoral law, had a meeting before they adjourned, 
Iseae Ogden, a senator, chairman, and David Gardner, 
also of the senate, secretary, at which it was resolved 
to recommend to the people the holding of a state con- 
vention at Utica, on the 21st day of September next, 
(the delegates to be equal to the number of members 
sent by each county to the legislature) for the purpose 
of obtaining the sense of the people in respect to the 
persons to be supported as governor and lieutenant 
governor at the ensuing election, and of gathering the 


opinion of the same upon the question of the candi- | 


dates for the ofiices of president and vice president of 
the United States. 

The address is very spirited, and severely repro- 
bates the conduct of a majority of the senate for in- 
definitely postponing the clectoral law. 





Vircinta. The good people of this state are ‘‘all 
alive” about a reformation of their constitution, and, 
indeed, it wants it badly. The house of delegates of 
that state, (the same remark applies to Maryland 
with, perhaps, as great force), is any thing else than a 
representation of the propie, or even of the free- 
holders, the only persons, at present, vested with the 


ene 





*At which John Tayler, so long lieut. gov. of the 
State, was chairman, and gen. Wendall, secretary— 
hoth revolutionary patriots. 


——e 
—_— 


right of suffrage in Virginia: for, whether a county 
contains one hundred or ten thousand free inhabitants, 
its legislative power is the same! ‘That is, in the 
states named, we laugh at the borough-system in Eng- 
land, though we have an operation of the same prin- 
ciple athome! Baltimore city and county, with six 
members in the house of delegates, have a greater 
population and pay more taxes, than as many counties 
as make up a majority of the whole number provided 
for by the constitution! There is no special case in 
Virginia that is quite so bad as this—but the general 
condition of things in that state is not better, if so 
good, as our own, in respect to representation accord- 
ing to population and taxation. Yet we used to assert 
that ‘taxation without representation was tyranny!” 
It is said, that a company of Virginia militia, nearly 
100 strong, was marched two or three hundred miles, 
the last war, to defend the slate, though only one of the 
whole number had the right of voting in the state! 

But the freecholders of Virginia appear to have ta- 
ken up the subject of themselves, and at the elections 
how going on they are voting for or against the calling 
_ of a convention. In most of the counties heard from, 

the majorities in favor of the call is very great—in 
Stafford for instance, 197 to 10, and ia Spottsylvania 
| 210 for and 120 silent on the subject. At Richmond, 
| however, the contest was a close one; and the yotes 
| were 153 for and 151 against a convention. In the 
great county of Charles City, which sends two mem- 
_ bers to the legislature, and has about 130 voters, ‘‘all 
told,” the poll stood, for the convention 20, against it 
160! 
_ For the sake of the example on Maryland, as weil 
/as out of my regard for the people of Virginia, and in 
respect to the essential principle involved in the sub- 
ject, lam exceedingly anxious for the success of the 
conventionists in that state, but fear that they will be 
oul-maneged. Lf itis right that the minority, a small 
minority, of a party, should dictate to that party, 
through the agency of a caucus at Washington, surely 
the minorities of the people of Virginia and Mary- 
land may rule the majorities in these states! Prebatwn 
est! 








Georaia. The papers published in the last Rreis- 
TER, relative to the Indians resident within the limits 
of the state of Georgia, will not fail to command at- 
tention, especially the remonstrance of the senators 
_and representatives from that state to the president 
of the United States. We fear that many bad con- 
sequences will grow out of the present excitemeni—- 
but the idea of dispossessing the Indians of their lands 
| by force, will not be tolerated. It is very desirable that 

they should be removed, but government cannot effect 
it without their consent. The lands, surely, are their 
/own; and surrounded as their people are by the 
| whites, it cannot be a long time before they will 
cease to be a separate race—for the plan of amalga- 
mation, recommended by Mr. Crawford, will operate 
more and more to their extinction, as they retire 
‘from the hunter state, and become herdsmen and 
agriculturalists. 





Cask or tirut. Weaver. Jn justice to this gentle- 
man, as well as on account of what appears to cast a 
stain on the navy itself, 1 publish his vindicatory state- 
ment against the opinion and decree of chancellor 
Sanford, inserted in page 72. . 

In whatever point of view this case is examinec— 
whether it relates to the fitting out of the ship, or the 
charge taken of her by lieut. Weaver, there is much 
to regret. It presents the character of the merchants 
in no very enviable light, and goes to cherish the un- 
pleasant suspicions long entertained of the conduct 
of too many officers of the navy. 

The lieutenant too has given way to his feelingsina 
|manner that will not advance his cause. He says 
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that one of the parties, to be benefitted a fifth of the; 


profits which he has been deprived of, ‘had taken 
an early opportunity of making him acquainted with 
his near relationship to Nathan Sanford, present chan- 
cellor” of New York. This is exceedingly unfortu- 
nate—for, though, no doubt, true, it carries with it an 
insinuation that will do him much harm with reflect- 
ing people. (an any one suppose, in the face of his 
own agreement with the merchants, if signed, as he 
says, in a moment of hurry, and the general force of 
the facts, that the chancellor has been influenced in 
his decision by the consideration that one of his kin- 
dred would receive a fifth part of the sum that the 
lieutenant might be deprived of? There are other 
parts of his statement hardly less objectionable—but 
they may have been rendered so by his want of a 
knowledge of the world. 


I had writien thus far when I met with an article 
from the New York ‘Evening Post’ which announ- 
ces the appearance of a pamphlet under the signature 
of E. Tibbets, one of the parties, in reply to lieut. 
Weaver’s appeal. It is said to deny, in very strong 
language, the positions assumed by the lieutenant. 


The editor of the ‘‘Post,’? who has read the pamphlet, | 


says— 

“One assertion of Lieut. Weaver was that the con- 
tract between himself and Messrs. Tibbets and others, 
“tin the shape in which it now appears, was artfully 
kept back until the night before the sailing of the 
ship, and was then presented to him to sign, and was 
actually signed in the hurry of the moment, without 
allowing him sufficient time for consideration.” In 
answer to this Mr. Tibbets asserts, that lieut. Weaver 
hadthe original draft of this contract in his own pos- 
session, and for his correction and approbation, a 
number of days before its execution; that he, in fact, 
did make several corrections to suit himself, which 
were adopted into the copy which was subsequently 
signed, and finally he winds up with the assertion that 
he can now produce that draft, (of which he furnishes 
a copy), in lieut. Weaver’s own hand writing. Ina 
word, if we must speak out, we have never seen a 
more complete and satisfactory refutation of unfound- 
ed charges.” 


5(C3>Mr. Tibbets’ publication has since reached me, 
and seems conclusively to fix the character of the 
transaction, had any doubt rematned about it—but 
the people will not believe that the decree of the 
chancellor needed the endorsement of the merchant! 
It js established, that the America was to assume the 
appearance of a store ship, under charge of a lieu- 
tenant of the navy, for the purpose of eluding or fore- 
ing the blockade of F.ima; and that the whole pro- 
ject was deliberately planned and executed. Mr, 
Tibbets says, “that q part of the expense of the out- 
fit was for a set of private signa’s, which were procured 
at the request of lieut. Weaver, that he might communi- 
cate withthe Franklin, on the passage, in accordance with 
his project for the voyage, he having, as he stated, been the 
flag officer of rHAT ship.” More hereafter. 








Treasury and Bank Matters. 


FROM THE WASHINGTON REPUBLICAN. 

Mr. Edwards, who was recently appointed minister 
io Mexico, lias forwarded to the speaker of the house 
of representatives, which was laid before congress, a 
long and able vindication of himself against an inti- 
mation contained in a report made to the house by 
the secretary of the treasury, of his having made 
false statements, on his examination before the se- 
cond committee of investigation, at the last session of 
congress, on thesubject of the suppressed documents. 
From the rapid manner in which we have been oblig- 
ed to cast our eyes over this important document, we 
are only able to give an imperfect summary of its 


‘ 
| 





- 








contents. Mr. Edwards complains that this report, 
aitiiough called for at the first session of the Jast con- 
gress, has been delayed until the present session, and 
that, too, until after it was understood that he had left. 
the city, on his way home, preparatory to his embar- 
kation for Mexico. He goes into a train of reason- 
ing, supported by extracts from a correspondence be- 
tween him and the secretary of the treasury, and 
other documentary evidence, to show that what he 
stated before the committee, the truth of which he 
considers Mr. Crawford as questioning, is true. He 
particularly refers to letters which passed between 
them more than a year before he gave his testimony 
to the committee, in which he expressly stated the 
same facts; and the receipt of which Mr. Crawford 
acknowledges, without, in any degree, denying the 
truth of the statements so made. 

After completely, as it appears to us, sustaining the 
truth cf what he understands to be questioned by 
Mr. Crawford, in his report to the house, he proceeds 
to an investigation of the correctness and legality of 


much of Mr. Crawford’s official conduct; and ofiers, ° 


what he deems conclusive evidence, to support the six 
allegations against Mr. Crawford, which we lave co» 
pied from his communication. 

This cemmunication, which embraces some 50 or 
60 pages of manuscript, and which we shall present 
at larze to our readers, concludes in the following 
words :— 

“I regret to have it to say to your henorable body, 
that, both the state of my healih and the want of 
time, absolutely compel me, most reluctantly, to 
close this investigation of Mr. Crawford’s weli-timed 
statement against me. In this situation, | beg leave 
to refer you, for further facts, of which I might, under 
more favorable circumstances, fairly and successful- 
ly avail myself, to a few of the publications with the 
signature of “A. B.” herewith transmitted. 

‘“‘Avowing myself the author of these publications, 
and, (with the exception of a few unimportant typo- 
graphical errors, and a mere verbal inaccuracy, ic 
regard to the time of a certain report being made), 
reasserting before your honorable body and the na- 
tion, that the facts they allege, are substantially true. 
I do most respectfully solicit, that they may be taken 
as a partof, and be printed with this communication. 

“In order to strengthen my claim to this indul- 
gence, combining all ihe rights of defence, of accusa-~ 
tion, and of asking for investigation, which can enti- 
tle me, as a citizen of the United States, or an officer 
of their government, to appear before your honora- 
ble body, I do expressly state— 

‘Ist. That the hon. William Hi. Crawford, secre- 
tore, of the treasury, has mismanaged the national 

unas: 


“2d, That he has received a large amount of un- 


current notes, from certain banks, in part discharge. 


of their debts to the United States, contrary to the 
resolution of congress of. 1816. 

“3d. That, being called on by a resolution of the 
house of representatives, to state the amount of un- 
current notes, which he received from those banks, 
he has misstated it, by making it less than it really 
was: 

“4th. That he has, in Lis report to the house, mis- 
represented tle obligations of those banks, or some 
one of them, at Jeast, and predicated thereon an in- 
defensible excuse for his conduct, in receiving those 
uncurrent notes: 

“5th. That he has acted illegally, in a variety of in- 
stances, by making and continuing deposites of pub- 
lic money in certain local banks, without making re- 
port thereof to congress, according tolaw: 

“6th. That he has, in several instances, withheld 
information and letters, called for by the house, 
and which it was his duty to have communicatad. 

“THis oath—let itspeak for itself 
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“Por specifications of these statements, I offer the 
Hyblications With the signature “A. B.” abovemen- 
tioned, and this communication. And for proof I of- 
er that which they respectfully refer to. 

“All this I do defensively; for, if the facts stated 
he true, no rational man can doubt that they must 
weuken, at least, the force of Mr. Crawford’s state- 
ment against me. 

“{| willnot charge him with bad intentions in any 
of those acts... Itis more properly the duty of others 
.o inquire into, and judge of that matter. Ido not 
ask for an investigation of his conduct. Such a re- 
quest ought, more naturally, to be looked for from 
nimself, But Twill say, that if, being an officer of 
the same government under which he holds his office, 
thave wilfully and maliciously misrepresented him 
in the six foregoing allegations, it is a misdemeanor 
that would prove me unworthy of the office I hold. 
{ invite him, or any of his friends, to make this charge 
against me, pledging myself, to waive all notice, and 
with all the disadvantages of absence, to submit to an 
investigation thereof, by either, or by both houses of 
‘ongress: and to abide by the decision thereupon. If 
this proposition is declined, | trust we shall have no 
more canting about an “A. 3. plot.” As to myself, I 
fear not the consequences of any fair investigation, 
for know I shall be able, whatever may be the re- 
sult, to justify myself to the nation. 

“And never having obtained any office by the 
slightest sacrifice of independence, i never will owe 
the holding of one, to reluctant forbearance cr the 
courtesy of my enemics. lLwilloniy add, thatif any 
atiempt should, hereafter, be made, meanly to take 
advantage of my absence, by those who have forborne 
to attack me, when I could have had an opportunity 
of defending myself, I must beg of your honorable 
body, and the nation, to suspend your opinions, and to 
he assured that there shall be no unavoidable delay 
s in vindicating myself. Ihave, in reserve, much mat- 
ter of defensive accusation, and should most certain- 
ty have invited your attention to the report concern- 
ing the receiver of public moneys at Huntsville, and 
ether matters of not less importanee, had time per- 
mitted.” 

What will be the ultimate efiect upon the American 
peopie, of this bold and manly investigation into the 
eonduct of Mr. Crawford, we will not venture to 
predict; but, in order that the whole case may be 
Aairly understood, tre invite their serious attention to 
it, and hope it will be read with that candor which 
ought to be exerted in deciding on a controversy so 
serious in its character, both as regards the indi- 
viduals concerned, and the people themselves. 





Lieutenant Weaver's 
Vindicalory address and appeal from Chancellor Sanford’s 
opinion. See page 72. 
TO THE PUBLIC. 

Having performed one important duty, in submit- 
‘ing a plain history of facts, connected with this case, 
‘Oly government, and courted an investigation, one 
other important duty yet remains, to satisfy my fel-| 
‘ow citizens that I have neither betrayed my trust, nor 
‘tolated the laws of my country. -A plain and unvar- 
uished statement of facts, I alone rely on for my full 
vindication; and if a plan of cunning and deep laid 
'raud is exposed to the public eye, it has been en- 
‘orced upon me. My wishis to vindicate myself, not 
‘Ocriminate others. 





It is a fact of generai notoriety, that, when the 
k ranklin was equipped for the Pacific Ocean, I was | 
jer first lieutenant, and that commodore Stewart had | 
‘pplied to retain me in that situation. Indeed, sup-| 
fe he himself possessed of the power of selection, 

ue had promised me the office. A higher power, | 
However, thought it inadmissable, on account ef the | 


number of senior licutenants applying for servic ¢ on 
board that ship. Unable to fulfil his engagemeri with 
me, and, no doubt, feeling a delicacy about retaining 
me on board in a subordinate capacity, I obiained, 
after having applied for it, a permission to employ 
myself in the merchant service, for an indefinite pé- 
riod, and received a verbal promise, at the time, that, 
if 1 went to the Pacific Ocean, I should there receive 
his friendly advice and protection. San Juan Fer- 
pandez was named as a place where I might meet hii, 
and receive the advantages of his convoy to the coast, 
with cther ships from New York. The ship Canton, 
the brig Post Captain, were offered the same rendez- 
vous, and I believe one or both availed themselves of it, 
though the America never did. With this permission, 
from regular and legal authority, my commanding 
officer, in company with William Porter, of New 
York, I submitted to Elisha Tibbits a plan of a voyage 
to South America, and laid my proposal of taking 
charge of a ship and earge, on a voyage to Peru, she to 
be laden with flour and provisions, (no contraband of 
war), to tale on myself the management of ship and cargo, 
for one-fourth of the profits of the voyage. If my 
plan did not sueceed, if the voyage was unprofitable, 
my time and labor would have been lost; for, in that 
event, | was toreceive nothing. It is true, I used, as 
an argument, that the Franklin was about tosail to the 
Pacific for the protection of American commerce; 
commodore Stewart’s friendly disposition towards 
me; as well as my own rank and standing in the na- 
vy. These inducements, it will be seen, operated 
sufficiently powerful upon the defendants in the case, 
to offer me for my services, one “fifth of the profits 
of the voyage out,” and to place on board a captain 
of their own selection, with a like remuneration to 
that enjoyed by myself. After some resistance, I fi- 
nally closed with this proposal, and our initials sime- 
ply were put to an agreement devoid of allthe objec- 
tionable parts with regard to the naval stores that 
now appear in the contract. Of this instrument, 
there was no copy; it was left in the handsof Elisha 
Tibbits; and I now challenge its re-production. In 
all this there is nothing extraordinary; for which 
there exist five hundred precedents, from the oldest 
captains in the navy, down to the rank of midship- 
men, whichis permitted and appreved of by the go- 
vernment; and we see, by the project of a bill now be- 
fore congress, that the secretary of the navy recom- 
mends a stronger inducement, in the shape of addi- 
tional pay, to that which officers now receive, when 
inthe merchant service. The bill provides: 

“Fuad be it further enacted, That an officer who shall 
be furloughed, or who shail have been excused from 
service athis own request, when receiving reduced 
pay, for any other cause than inability to perform the 
service from sickness, shall reecgive an annual pay, 
which shall be called furlough pay, as is established 
in the annexed table, marked H. Provided, he shali 
not have declined to perform active service when or 
dered from furlough pay, nor have exceeded the li- 
mits of his furlough, except from unavoidable neces- 


| sity; in which cases he shall no longer receive any 


pay, and be further punished, at the discretion of a 
court martial. 

‘And be it further enacted, That the president of the 
United States may, in time of peace, permit captains, 
masters commandant, lieutenants, sub-lieutenants, 


' masters, second masters and midshipmen, to engage 


in the merchant, or any other sea service, and that 
to such of those offigers, who are thits employed, cap- 
tains and masters commandant excepted, reduced 
pay may be allowed for the time they are actually 
at sea, as an inducement for them to avail themselves 
of such opportunities for improving themselves in 
seamanship.” 

The usage and practice of our service, which be- 
eomes law to us, admits navy officors freely, in fime of 
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peace, to engage in the merchant service, and a legal 
compensation, (that is, their half pay), és still continued, 
the positive assertion of chancelior Sanford to the 
contrary notwithstanding. . 

The contract, in the shape it now apqears, was art- 
fully kept back until the night before the sailing of 
the siiip; when the whole of the parties were sum- 
moned to the house of Elisha Tibbits. I confess I 
was yreen in the tricks of trade; I believed I was 
transacting business with honorable men; I knew 
Elisha Tibbits was president of an insurance compa- 
ny; Stephen Whitney might reckon his hundreds of ; 
thousands; and I had heard of honorable acts of! 
Goold Hoyt. To Henry L. Dekoven, whose profits | 
will be of course augmented one-fifth of what I may | 
be deprived of, I was an entire stranger, except that) 
he had taken an early opportunity of making me ac-| 
quainted with his near relationship to Nathan San-| 
ford, the present chancellor. There, the night only | 
before we sailed, without time allowed for reflection, | 
amid the. hurry and press of business incidental to. 





—— es 


this law, for receiving a compensation for his trouble; 
This may be a question of doubt and casuistry; but 
it neither appears, in the case decided by the chap. 
cellor, that a convoy was so appointed, and money 
received for it, nor that a convoy was given, or to bs 
given, in any shape, where a compensation was to be 
received by an officer giving the convoy. All that 
does appear is, that an officer, freed from the restraints of 
the naval service, at full liberty, and enjoying express per- 
mission, from regular authority, to employ his time in the 
merchant service, does so employ himself, and is part paid 
for his services. How, then, can this law be applied, 
with a shadow of reason, to the case? It is of g 
piece, however, with the assumed premises of the 
opinion. One who can thus reason from facts that 
do not appear, must have possessed sources of infor- 
mation beyond his official station, and might sapi- 
ently tell us, that ‘‘protection and direction of commodore 
Stewart”? mean the same as convoy. To my readers 
it is hardly necessary to explair the difference. We 
did fully enjoy the protection of the Franklin while 


. ll ° . ° | ° . . 
such a moment, amid invoices, letters of instruction, | in the Pacific; but, as it regards CONVOY, we never saw 


&c., surrounded by men whose deliberate purpose 
is now exposed, the contract, in its present shape, 
was produced. Immediately, and for a time, I strenu- 
ously opposed the objectionable language; but, from 
the four quarters of the table, it was eagerly repeat- 
ed, “nothing here is stated which can injure commodore 
Stewart; you know he has already expressed to us, he 
would do every thing consislent with his duty. 
made us these promises; what you subscribe, does not bind 
Stewart.” Believing them to be honest and honora- 
ble men, wishing to give my employers every satis- 


faction, and never supposing, for a moment, the’ 
phraseology would be laid hold of toexcuse the non-: 
payment of the contract, I yiclded, and affixed my 


name; but men of integrity, honorable minds, will 
‘believe my declaration, that, sooner than subseribe 


one word that would injure commodore Stewart, or’ 


fix astain on my own fair reputation, I would under- 
zo what the mistaken Roman Se~vola did. Most free- 
ly do I exonerate commodore Stewart from the base 
insinuation, that he was to reap any profit from my 


private and personal services in the merchant ser- 


vice. 

With regard to the legality of this contract, I have 
stil] to insist that the only law made applicable to the 
ease by chancellor Sandford, the 22d article for the 
better government of the navy, cannot be mace, in 
the most distorted view, to apply. The law pro- 
vides, “‘The officers and privates of every ship or 
¥essel appointed a convoy to merchant or other 


vesseis, shall diligently and faithfully discharge tie | 


duties of their appointment; nor shall they demand 


er exact any compensation for their services, nor. 


ma'treat any of the oflicers or crew of such merchant 


or other vessels, on pain of making such reparation | 
as a court of admiralty may award, and of suffering | 
such further punishment as a court martial shall ad-- 
[am no lawyer, fellow-citizens, but a man | 
of piain understanding, more accustomed to handie 


; 9? 
judge. 


the cutlass than the pen. I cannot discover in this 
law the remotest application to my case. 
clear, from the very plain language of the law, be- 
fore the penaity can be incurred, an appointment of 


He has | 


It appears | 


her in that sea but once, at Valparaiso; and, afterwards, 
| though hundreds of miles separated us, yet, in the true 
'meaning and sense of the contract, we fully enjoyed 

her protection. At Valparaiso, we likewise received 
her “direction,” in the friendly advice of commodore 
| Stewart. It will not be denied, that all Americap 
ships, in the wide extent of the Pacific coast, have 
been protected, however distant they may have been, 
by the force of the Franklin. It would really appear, 
from statements that have been made, that the ship 
America had received regular convoy from the 
Franklin. The plain truth is, we sailed from New- 
York six days before that ship; met her by mere 
casualty, at Rio de Janeiro, whence she sailed near 
two weeks before us. For the second and Jast time, 
_we saw her at anchor at Valparaiso, lay off and on for 
anight, went on shore, heard the news, the impor- 
' tant intelligence of the law just passed for the non-ex- 
| portation of bread stuffs, received the friendly ad- 
vice of commodore Stewart, and proceeded alone on 
our voyage to Lima, without ever touching at Sar 
Juan Vernandez. li will be seen, from this plaiu 
statement, what the convoy was, and how absurd the 
insinuation that commodore Stewart should have re- 
ceived, or thought of receiving, any thing for his care 
Another important fact is disclosed, which wa: 
| worth at least $20,000 to the voyr~e, the important 
| news at Valparaiso. Had we not gone in there, whic! 
Dekoven opposed, and threatened he would not do, 
till I referred him to his private instructions, we 
should have Jost that very important advice which 
_saved us from being the dupes of those few at Lims, 
who, on our arrival, had learned the intelligence, anc 
kept it close for the purposes of speculation. 

With regard to the United States’ stores shipped 
on board the America, they had been actually ship- 
ped some time before the contract was signed, which 
was made to embrace them, for the purpose, n¢ 
doubt, of destroying the legality of the agreement, 
and giving to what was really a fair shipment by the 
government, an odious appearance, by making it ap- 
pear, on the face of the contract, that I had undertak- 
en to promise to ship United States’ stores on boar¢ 














convoy must first be made, the convoy must then be} the ship America—a thing utterly beyond my power, 
given, and then the compensation must be received. | but which, at the period of signing the contract, hae 


The question results—Py whom is this convoy to be! 
appointed? By the secretary of the navy, the organ} 
of the president of the United States, or by comman-, 
ders of squadrons abroad, only. It was not so appointed. | 
Allow me to suppose a case where the very import- | 
ant part of the law, the appointment, is wanting, and | 
that an officer, without this appointment, in command | 


already been done by an order from the navy com 
mission office. To the language of the contract ct 
this subject, 1 have only to say, my intention neve! 
was other than to state the simple fact of my holdinz 
a commission, and having those stores under my 
charge, which would, of course, induce a respectfu! 
and decorous treatment from persons boarding us UD- 


° ‘ " . ‘ | ° 

of aship of war, gives, at his own discretion, aconvoy| der any authority. It would appear, however, that ! 
to a merchant vessel, taking the trouble and responsi- 
bility on himself, would he incur the penalty, under 




















was performing a double duty, from the circum 
stance of those stores, of considerable value, beinz 
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NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 24, 1824—THE PROPOSED TARIFF. 


121 





————— 


—-_ 





er 


placed under my especial care. Any unfavorable 
impression made at first sight is easily removed by the 
stetement, that commodore Stewart knew me well; 
that | was going out in the ship where they were, and, 
therefore, deemed it safe and prudent to place them 
under my care, with directions how to bestow them 
at Callao. Had lieutenant Weaver not been on 
board the America, or not known commodore Stew- 
art, it is certain the captain would have had similar 
directions and advice. 

To prove to the public the pre-determined disposi- 
tion of those whom I have served so effectually, to 
render this contract subservient to the intention of 
evading what was solemnly bargainéd to be paid me, 
it must be observed, the contract is dated back to the 
24th day of Angust, as well as the memorandum of 
agreement referred to, when it was. in reality, signed 
on the night of the 3d of October, the night only be- 
That I have been wrong in intention, 
or that } would receive a bribe for doing my duty, 
the public, T hope, will acquit me as freely as my own 
heart does; but that I have erred, that I] was imposed 
on, that I was seduced, by the wealth and standing of 
those I thought honorable men, to sign an agreement 
that may be even distorted to bear an improper con- 
struction, I bitterly lament. But it is some consola- 
tion to me to krow, that my eminent counsel, many 





honest merchants of New-York, view the transaction | 


differently from the chancellor of the state of New- 
York. 
The defendants themselves have raised the ques- 


answer of Mr. Tibbits, in his own office, was, ‘‘that 
I was already paid more than I ought to have, and might! 
seek redress were I could findit.”” YetI did not precipi- 
tate my appeal to a court of equity. I waited the ar- 
rival of the America from Canton; gave them after- 
wards a reasonable time. Seeing no chance of set- 
tlement, I directed Mr. Pierre C. Van Wyck to ad- 
dress them a note, supposing they would then see I 


was in earnest; but, after frequent evasions on the part 
of Whitney and Tibbits, the young gentleman who 


bore the Jetter to Whitney was treated with abusive 
language. 

[have but one farther observation to make, which is 
simply this, that, if the doctrine of the chancellor is 
to be received, I would not part with one constitu- 
tional right I possess, as an American citizen, to hold 
one hour, that commission, heretofore my pride and 
glory, to become the disfranchised thing, the walking 
automaton, he makes the navy officer. Ishould hold 
myself cheaper than the Turkish slave, who never 
knew what freedom was. I had yet to learn from 
chancellor Sanford, that the acceptance of a commis- 
sion in the naval service, with the very small pay an- 
nexed to it, compared to the very complicated duties 
to be performed, and sacrifices made, was to prevent 
the employment of my labor or ingenuity in another 
| profession, in time of peace. I close this, perhaps, too 
long appeal, with the hope | may be dealt with in 
charity as one unconscious of wrong. 

WILLIAM A. WEAVER. 








tion of legality, on the instrument of their own dicta- 
tion—the contract worded by themselves. How well 
they have succeeded in their plan, the opinion of 
the chancellor sufficiently proclaims; but there was 
no other means of evading a deeper obloquy, that an 
answer to the bill, and an investigation of the facts, 
would have exposed to light, the false charge of in- 
surance; underhand shipments, consigned to the cap- 


. ell ' 
tain and mate; debenture obtained on canvass, (for 


a suit of sails) never landed. These it was hoped to 
screen from the public gaze. To the Ocean Insurance 
company I refer for the proof of the overcharge of 
14 per cent: to their own confession for the under- 
hand shipments; to the custom house for the drawback 


on canvass, which was made up into sails on the voy- | 


age, and which mere accident has brought to light. 
All this, however, hardly equals the round-about 
proposition, repeated by two respectable gentlemen 
of the first ward, now, since the decision of the chan- 
cellor is known, to settle with me on equitable 
terms, and pay me what may be due me; and as an 
argument for me to do so, threatening a prosecution 
for what was paid me at Lima, as being paid under 
the illegal contract. Were I capable of coming to 
such terms, and receiving such moneys, | should 
then, indeed, be the guilty thing the chancellor would 
make me, and deserve all his opprobrious epithets; 
but, were the sum fifty times as great as the pitiful 
fifteen or sixteen hundred dollars, justly and fairly 
claimed, I spurn it and the consequences, with indig- 
nation. 


The two following letters, which were published 
|soon after the sailing of the ship America, will ex- 
plain how, and at what time, the stores referred to, 
_ were shipped on board the America: 
New York, September 21, 1821. 

Sin: At therequest of commodore Stewart, I am 
induced to address you on the subject of the slop 
| clothing of the U. S. ship Franklin; the quantity re- 
quired is so large that room cannot be made for the 
‘storing of it in hogsheads on board, and he has sug- 
‘gested the idea of sending a few hogsheads, (if it 
should meet your approbation), to Valparaiso, by the 
pre America, which sails from this port in a few 
; aays. 
Will you be good enough to inform me, sir, if this 
‘suggestion meets your approbation, and if it should, 
| will you be pleased to give orders accordingly? 

[ have the honor to be, sir, your obedient humble 
servant, EDWARD FITZGERALD, Purser. 

To com. John Rodgers, 

President navy board, Washington. 





Navy commissioner’s office, 24th Sept. 1821. 

Sir: Mr. Fitzgerald, purser of the Franklin, has 
suggested to this board that the quantity of slop cloth- 
ing required for the Franklin is so Jarge, that room 
cannot conveniently be made for the stowing of it in 
hogsheads on board, and that a few hogsheads might 
be shipped to Valparaiso inthe ship America, which 
vessel will sail from New York ina few days. The* 
commissioners concur in this proposition, if you 


I have already trespassed so long on the patience of} should advise it: and you wil) consider yourself au- 


the public, I regret the necessity of a single word 
more. I know it is industriously atteiapted to be 
made appear, that I precipitated this suit; that the 
defendants were willing for an adjustment. The 
fact is, | waited ten months after my arrival, the in- 
termediate time employed in begging a settlement; 
that I wrote them a statement of my claims, and 
placed it in the hands of Mr. Hoyt, entreating, in the 
eventof their not being able to adjust it, that it might 
be left toan arbitration. Mr. Hoyt always professed 
to be willing, and I believe he was sincere. My let- 
ter to that effect was written the 3Ist January, 1823, 
about four months before the commencement of the 
wut, to which I never received a written reply. The 


thorized to have such part of the slop clothing, as can- 
not conveniently be shipped on board the Franklin, 
shipped accordingly in the America. 
Respectfully, JOHN RODEGERS. 
To com. Charles Stewart. 
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The proposed-new 'Farilf. 

The following is a copy of the tariff bill as it posse] 

the house of representatives on the 16th inst. 

A bill, to amend the several acts for imposing duties 
on imports—Apri! 14, 1824, printed by order of the 
house of representatives, and ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading. ' 
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Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress ‘assembled, That, 
from and after the thirtieth day of June, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-four, in lieu of the du- 
ties now imposed by law on the importation of the 
articles hereinafter mentioned, there-shall be levied, 
collected and paid, the following duties, that is to 
say— 


. First. On all manufactures of wool, or of which 
wool shall be a component part, a duty of thirty per 
centum ad valorem, until the thirtieth day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five; and, af- 
ter that time, a duty of thirty-three and one-third 
per centum ad valorem, until the thirtieth day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six; 
and, after that time, a duty of thirty-seven and one 
half per centum ad valorem. 


Second. On all manufactures, not herein specified, 
of cotton, silk, flax or hemp, or of which either of 
these materials shall be a component part, a duty of 
twenty-five per centum ad valorem: Provided, That 
all cotton cloths whatsoever, or cloths of which cot- 
ton shall be a component material, excepting nan- 
keens imported directly from China, the original cest 
of which, atthe place whence imported, with the ad- 
dition of twenty per centum, if imported from the 
Cape of Good Hope, orany place beyon? it; and of 
ten per centum, if imported from any other place, 
shall be less than thirty-five cents per square yard, 
shall, with such addition, be taken and deemed to 
have cost thirty-five cents per square yard, and shall 
be charged with duty accordingly. And that all un- 
bleached and uncolored cotton twist, yarn or thread, 
the original cost of which shall be Jess than sixty 
eents per pound, shall be deemed and taken to have 
cost sixty cents per pound and shall be charged with 
duty accordingly. And all bleached or colored cot- 
ton yarn, twist or thread, the original cost of which 
shall be Jess than seventy-five cenis per pound, shall 
be deemed and taken to have cost seventy-five cents 
per pound, and shall be charged with duty accordingly. 


Third. On wool unmanufactured, a duty of twenty 
per centum ad valorem, until the first day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five; after- 
wards, a duty of twenty-five per ccntum ad valorem, 
until the first day of June, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty-six; afterwards, a duty of thirty 
per centum, until the firstday of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-seven; afterwards, a duty 
of. thirty-live per centum ad valorem, until the first 
day of June, one thousand eight hundred and twen- 
ty-eight; afterwards, a duty of forty per centum ad 
valorem, until the first day of June, one thousand 
cight hundred and twenty-nine; afterwards, aduty of 
forty-five per centum, until the first day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty; and, after that 
time, a duty of fifty per centum ad valorem: Provid- 
ed, That all wool, the actual value of which, at the 
place whence imported, shal] not exceed ten cents 
per pound, shall be charged with a duty of fifteen 
per centum ad valorem, and no more 


Fourth. On all Leghorn hats or bonnets, and all 
hats or bonnets of straw, chip or grass, and on: all 
flats, braids or plats, for making of hats or bonnets, a 
a duty of fifty per centum ad valorem: Provided, That 
all Leghorn hats and bonnets, and all hats or bonnets 
of straw, chip or grass, which, at the place whence 
imported, with the addition of ten per centum, shall 
have cost less than one dollar each, shall, with such 
addition, be taken and deemed to have cost one dollar 
each, and shall be charged with duty accordingly. 


Fifth. On japanned wares of all kinds, on plated 
wares of al] kinds, andon all manufactures, not other- 
wise specified, made of brass, iron, steel, pewter, 
lead or tin, or of which either of these metals isa 





itanmetiiel 


component material, a duty of twenty five per centum 
ad valorem. 

On bolting cloths, fifteen per centum ad valorem; 

On hair cloth and hair seating, thirty per centum 
ad valorem; 

On marble, and all manufactures of marble, thirty 
per centum ad valorem; 

On all paper hangings, forty per centum ad valo- 
rem; 

On coach laces, of coiton or other material, thirty- 
five per centum ad valorem;on all other laces, twelve 
and a half per centum ad valorem; 

On lead, in pigs, bars or sheets, two cents per 
pound; 

On leaden shot, three and one half cents per pounds 

On red or white lead, dry or ground in oJ, four 
cents per pound; 

On Brussels, Venetian, Turkey and Wilton carpets 
and carpeting, fifty cents per square yard; 

On all ingrain carpets or carpeting, twenty-five 
cents per square yard; 

On all other kinds of carpets and carpeting, of wool, 
flax, hemp, or cotton, or parts of either, twenty cents 
per square yard; , 

On oil cloth carpeting, and on oil cloths, of every 
description, a duty of thirty per centum ad valorem; 

On all other carpets and carpeting, mats and floor 
cloths, made of tow, flags, or any other material, a 
duty of thirty per centum ad valorein; 

On hemp, two cents per pound; 

On flax, three cents per pound; 

On tarred cables and cordage, four cents per pound; 

On untarred cordage, yarns, twine, pack thread, and 
scines, five cents per pound; 


On cotton bagging, four and a half cents per square 
yard, until the thirtieth day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-five; and afterwards, a duty 

f five and 2 half cents per square yard; 

On iron, in bars or bolis, not manufactured, in 
whole or in part, by rolling, ninety cents per hundred 
and twelve pounds weight; 

On round iron or brazier’s rods, of three sixtcenths 
to eight sixtcenths of an inch diameter, inclusive; and 
on iron, in nail or spike rods, slit; and on iron, in 
sheets, and hoop iron; and on iron, slit or rolled, for 
band-iron, scroll-iron or casement rods, three cents 
per pound; 

On iron spikes, four cents per pound; | 

On iron nails, cut or wrought, five cents per pownc ; 

On tacks, brads and sprigs, not exceeding sixteen 
ounces to the thousand, five cents per thousand; ex- 
ceeding sixteen ounces tothe thousand, five cents per 
pound: 

On iron or steel wire, not exceeding number cigh- 
teen, five cents per pound; over number eighteen, nine 
cents per pound; 

On square wire, used in the manufacture of stretch- 
ers for umbrellas, twelve per centum ad valorom; 

On anvils and anchors, two cents per pound; 


On iron cables or chains, or parts thereof, three 
cents per pound; and no drawback shall be allowed 
on the exportation of iron cables, or parts thereof; 

On mill cranks and mill irons, of wrought iron, 
four cents per pound; 

On mill saws, one dollar each; 

On blacksmith’s hammers and sledges, two and a 
half cents per pound; 

On muskets, one dollar and fifty cents per stand; 

On rifles, two dollars and fifty cents eaeh; » 

On all other fire arms, and on side arms, thirty per 
centum ad valorem; 

On cutting knives, twenty-five cents each; 

On scythes, twenty cents each; 

On sickles and reaping hooks, twelve cents each, 

On spades and shovels, of iron or steel, twerity 
cents each; | : 
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onscrews of iron, weighing twenty-five pounds, or 
ppwards, eight cents per pound; ES 
On screws of iron, for wood, called wood screws, 


a 


On demijolins, twenty-five cents each; 
On glass beads, fifty cents per pound; : 
On apothecaries’ vials, of the capacity of four 


ot exceeding one inch in length, eight cents per ounces, and less, one dollar per groce; on the same, 


proce; over one inch, and not exceeding two inches 

n Jength, fourteen cents per groce; over two inches 

nlength twenty centspergroce; 

On vessels of cast iron, not otherwise specified, one 

and a half cents per pound; 

On all other castings of iron, not specified, one 
pent per pound; 

On frying pans, four cents per pound; 

On all'vessels of copper, ten cents per pound; 

On quills, prepared or manufactured, one dollar 
per thousand; hi 

On slates and tiles, for building, half a cent each; 

On black lead pencils, one dallar and fifty cents 
per groce; 

* On tallow, four cents per pound; 

On tallow candles, five cents per peund; 

On spermaceti candles, eight cents per pound; 

On soap, four cents per pound; 

On lard, three cents per pound; 

On wheat, twenty-five cents per bushel; 

Ou wheat flour, fifty cents per hundred weight; 

On potatoes, ten cents per bushel; 

On coal, six cents per heaped bushel; 

On corks, twelve cents per pound; 

On linseed, rape seed, and hemp seed oil, twenty- 
five cents per gallon; 

On castor oil, forty cents per gallon; 

On ale, beer and porter, imported in bottles, twen- 
ty cents per gallon; imported otherwise than in bot- 
ties, fifteen cents per gallon; 

- On beef and pork, two cents per pound; 

On hams and other bacon, three cents per pound; 

On butter, five cents per pound; 

On vinegar, eight cents per gallon; 

On alum, two dollars and fifty cents per hundred 
weight; 

On refined saltpetre, three cents per pound; 

On blue or Roman vitriol, four cents per pound; 

On oil of vitriol, three cents per pound; 

On Glauber salts, two cents per pound; 

On Epsom salts, four cents per pound; 

Oncamphor, crude, eight cents per pound; 

On camphor, refined, twelve cents per pound; 

On copperas, two dallars per hundred weight; 

On pepper, ten cents per pound; 

On Cayenne pepper, fifteen cents per pound; 

On pimento, eight cents per pound; 

On Chinese cassia, ten cents per pound; 

On cocoa, three cents per pound; 

On chocolate, four cents per pound; 

On curranis and figs, three cents per pound; 

_ On plums, prunes, Muscatel raisins and raisins in 
Jars and boxes, four cents per pound; 

On all other raisins, three cents per pound; 

On filberts, three eents per pound; 

On pine apples, two cents each; 

On oranges, fifty cents per hundred; 

On lemons, twenty-five cents per hundred; 

Un limes, ten cents per hundred; 

On window glass, not above eight inches by ten in- 
ries in size, three dollars per hundred square feet; 
liot above ten inches by twelve inches in size, three 
“ollars and fifty cents per hundred square feet; and 
it above ten inches by twelve in size, four dollars per 
nundred square feet: Provided, That all window 
288, Imported in plates, uncut, shall be chargeable 
with the same duties hereby imposed. 

On black glass bottles, not exceeding the capacity 
of one quart, two dollars per groce; on bottles ex- 
ceeding one quart, and not more than two quarts, 
‘wo dollars and fifty cents per groce; over two 
quartsyand hat exceeding one gallon, three dollars 
PSY groce; 


‘above four ounces, and not exceeding eight ounces, 
one dollar anc twenty-five cents per groce; 

On all wares of cut glass, not specified, three cents 
|per pound, and, in addition thereto, and ad valorem 
duty of thirty per centum; 

On all other articles of glass, two cents per pound, 
and, in addition thereto, an ad valorem duty of 
twenty per centum; 


On all books, which the importer shall make it sa- 
\tisfactorily appear to the collector of the port, at 
‘which the same shall be entered, were printed previ- 
‘ous to the year one thousand seven hundred and 
| seventy-five; and also, on all books printed in other 
languages than English, four cents per volume; 





On ail books, when bound; thirty-seven cents per 
pound; when in sheets or boards, thirty-three cents 
per pound; 
| On folio and quarto post paper, of all kinds, twenty 

cents per pound; 
On foolscap and all drawing and writing paper, se- 
, venteen cents per pound; 
| On printing, copper plate, and stainers’ paper, ten 
cents per pound; 

On sheathing paper, binders’, and box boards, and 
wrapping paper, of all kinds, three cents per pound; 

On all cther paper, fifteen cents per pound; 


. A duty of twelve and a half per centum ad valo- 
rem on all articles not herein specified, and now pay- 
ing a duty of twelve and a half per centum ad va- 
lorem; 

On ail foreign distilled spirits, fifteen per centum 
upon the duties now imposed by law, and in addition 
thereto. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That an addition of 
ten per centum shall be made to the several rates of 
cuties hereby imposed upon the several articles afore- 
saigh, which, after the said respective times for the 
commencement of the duties hereby imposed, shall 
be imported in ships or vessels not of the United 
States: Provided, That this addition shal] not be ap- 
plied to articles imported in ships or vessels, not of 
the United States, entitled by treaty, or by any act of 
congress, to be admitted on payment of the same du- 
ties that are paid on like articles imported in ships or 
vessels of the United States. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
ellowed a drawback of the duties by this act imposed 
upon the exportation of any articles that shali have 
paid the same, within the time, and in the manner, 
and subject to the provisions and restrictions, pre- 
scribed in the fourth section of. the act, entitled ‘‘an 
act to regulate the duties on imports and tonnage,” 
passed the twenty-seventh day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen. ; 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the draw- 
back allowed by law on plain sijk and nankeen cloths, 
imported in American vessels froin beyond the cape 
of Good Hope, shall be allowed, although the said 
cloths, before the exportation thereof, shall have been 
|colored, printed, stained, dyed, stamped, or painted, 
|inthe United States. But, whenever any such cloths, 
so imported, shall be intended to be socolored, print- 
ed, stained, dyed, stamped, or painted, and after- 
wards to be exported from the United States, with 
privilege of drawback, each package thereof, shall, 
before the same shall be delivered from the public 
stores, be opened and examined by an inspector of 
the customs, and the contents thereof measured or 
weighed, and the quality thereof ascertained, and a 
sample of each piece thereof reserved at the custom 
shouse; and a particular account or registry of such 
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eXamination, describing the number of pieces in each 
package, their weight or measure, and the samples 
thereof reserved, shall be entered in the books of the 
custom house; and, after such examination, said 
goods shall be repacked in the original package, and 
the said original package shall be marked with a cus- 
tom-house mark. And, whenever any such goods, 
being thus colored, printed, stained, dyed, stamped, 
or painted, shall be entered at the custom house for 
exportation and drawback, the same shall be so en- 
tered in the original package, marked as aforsaid, and 
not otherwise, unless the person so entering the 
game, shall sive satisfactory evidence to the collec- 
tor or naval officer, or one of them, that such origi- 
nal package has been lost or destroyed by accident; 
and no such application for drawback shall be made, 
except on the contents of entire packages; and upon 
application for such entry and drawback, the con- 
tents of the packages, so offered, shall be examined | 
by an inspector of the customs, and measured or 
weighed, and compared with the original entry, regis- 
try, and samples; and if, upon such comparison and 
full examination, the collector shall be satisfied that 
the contents of each package are the same identical 
goods imported and registered as aforesaid, and not 


a, 
—t 


Kighteenth Congress—first session, 


_ SENATE. 
April 15. On motion of Mr. Lloyd, of Mass, the 


bill from the other house, “for the relief of Bari 
Paulus,” was taken up for consideration, in committe, 
of the whole, Mr. King, of Alab. in the chair. Mr 
Lloyd: stated the grounds of the bill. The petition; 
was the mother of a seaman, lost in the sloop of Wat 
Wasp. An act of congress was passed for the relief 
of the relatives of those who were lost in that Vesse| 
provided application was made for such relief withig 
two years from the passing of the act. This petitione; 
being in a very humble situation in life, neither kney 
of the passage of the act, nor of its limitation. She now 
prays for the benefit of the act, notwithstanding the 
expiration of the specified time—and the bill proposes 
to grant her prayer. The bill was reported to the 
senate without amendment, and passed to a thir4 
reading. 

Several other private or local bills were ordered ty 
be read a third time, and some were passed. 


-4pril 16. A communication was received from the 
delegation of the Cherokee nation, at pres nt at the 
seat of government, relative to the late message of the 





chanzed or altered, except by being colored, printed, 


president to congress, on the Indian titles to lands in 


stained, dyed, stamped, or painted, as aforesaid, then | the state of Georgia, and animadverting on the paper 
the person, so entering such goods, shall be admitted | presented to the president of the United States, by 
to the oath prescribed by law, to be used in cases of | the Georgia delegation in congress. 


application for exportation of goods for the benefit of | 


The communication being read, Mr. Elliott said he 


drawback, and shall thereupon be entitled to draw- | objected to a contest of this character, in this place, 
bak, as in other cases: Provided, That the export | with the Cherokee delegation. He knew them only as 
ér shall, in every other particular, comply with other indians, and to be treated with as such. If they 
the regulations and formalities, heretofore establish-| Claim to represent an independent nation, why do 
ed, for entries of goods for exportation with the bene- they address this body directly, and not through the 


fit of drawback. 


And if any person shall present, for | @epartment of state? But, if they seek to be heard in 


exportation and drawback, any colored, printed, | their real character, they should present their claims 
stained, dyed, stamped, or painied silk or nankeen _to our consideration, through the war department. 


back, according to the provisions of this act, or shall 
wilfully misrepresent or conceal the contents or 
quality of any package as aforesaid, the said poodsygo 
presented or entered for drawback, shall be forfeited, | 
and may be seized by the collector, and proceeded | 
with, and the forfciture distributed, as in other cases. 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That there shall | 
be allowed a drawback of seventy-five per centum of | 





- + cloths, knowing the same not to beentitled to draw- | The course now attempted, is novel and inadmissible, 


and he hoped the communication would lie on the 
table. 


It was then ordered to lie on the table. 
The bill *‘in addition to the act relative to the elec 


tion of a president and vice president of the United 
. 

States was further discussed, and passed to be engross- 
ed for a third reading, 


A number of private or local bills were passed, and 


sent to the other house for concurrence. 


April 19. 


manufactured into soap, upon the exportation thereof | /"S resolution, with a request that it might be forth- 
within twelve months after the said importation, and: W!th taken into consideration; as it related to a com- 
in the manner prescribed by the act, entitled “an act MUNIcation from the president of the United States, 
to allow drawback of duties on spirits distilled, and | wae relation to a elaim of the state of Virginia, and he 
sugar refined, within the United States, and for other | ™ es Se cocumients printed together. line 
purposes,” so far as the same may be applicable, and| esolved, That the president of the United States be request 


‘ ; to inform the senate, whether the excentive, through the agency 
under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed. of the war department, borrowed any mony, durivg the last war, 
bv the secretary of the treasury. | under the condition of applying the same to the defence of the 


; _ | State wherein the said loans were made, and to what amount; and 
Sec. 6. .4nd be tt further enacted, That the existing | scoop rages wee paid by the United States for such tones, 
= ‘ e j 2 e c- | OF if they sustamed any loss by giving stock or treasury notes for 
Las ny duticn indposed by this act, foe the src: | thems ineluing any other information tn relation to the subj 
ion oO se act, = | 


i which he may think proper to communicate. 
cution and punishment of all offences, and for, The resolution was taken into consideration by ge- 


the recovery, collection, distribution and remission, | neral consent, and it was agreed to. 

of all fines, penalties and forfeitures, as fully and ef; phe pill “to amend the several acts imposing duties 
tectually as if every Ae apeaeye penalty, oe on imports,” was received from tue house of repre- 
provision, clause, matter and bey + to that elect, iN) centatives, and read. Mr. Dickerson moved for the 
the existing laws contained, had been inserted in, and) Jon ond reading of the bill, at the present time. This 
re-enacted by this act. was objected to by several members; and, conse- 
Sec. 7. .2ad be it further enacted, That ihe provisions | quently, the second reading cannot take place unti! 
ef the second section of the act of congress, entitled to-morrow. 

‘‘an act to regulate the duties on imports and ton- | Many petitions were presented praying the imposi- 
nage,” approved April twenty-seventh, one thousand | tion of a duty on sales at auction. ; 
eight hundred and sixteen, shallextend to,andénure! Much time was spent in considering a resolution 


to the benefit of schools and colleges within the, naming the time for the adjournment of congress. It 
Tnited States, or the territories thereof, in the same | was, at last, fixed on the l5thof May. [The house has 
manner, and under the like limitations, and restric- | yet to act on it. 

The bill “in addition to the acts relative to the elec- 
tion of president and vice-president of the U. States.” 


t,ons as is provided in said act, with respect to semi- 
nories of learning. 
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ses read the third time, passed, and sent to the house 
oncurrence. 

Maxeputive business occupied the rest of the day. 

April 20. The bill from the other house, ‘“‘to amend 











ion, 


‘S. the IB}, several acts for imposing duties on imports,” was 
aE ba aken up fora second reading. Mr. Branch, after a 
Mitte RM.w remarks, expressing his opinion that the present 
_ MR yas a proper time to try whether or not the senate 
None: Mos willing to take this bill into consideration at all, 
f Way oved that it should be indefinitely postponed. This 
relic{ MMB notion gave rise to some cursory remarks upon the 
esse) B.intof order. The chair decided that, as the senate 
vithin Bad already passed the bill to a second reading, the 
beet motion of the honorable member from North-Carolina 
neiy 


was not in order until that reading had taken place. 
The bill was then read. 

Mr. Lioyd, of Md. now moved that it should be re- 
ferred to the committee on finance, to ascertain the 
effect of the bill on the revenue, &c. Considerable 
acbate followed. The reference was not agreed to— 
as follows: 

Y'.AS—Messts. Barbour, Branch, Clayton, Flliott, Gaillard, 
Hayne, Holmes, of Maine. Holines, of Miss. H. Johnson, of Lou. 
1.§. Juhnston, of Lou. King. of Alab. King,of N.Y. Lioyd. of Md. 
Llovd, of Mass. Macon, Mills, Parrott, Smith, Taylor. of Virginia, 
Van Dyke, Ware, Williams—22. 

N \ YS.—Messrs. Barton, B: i!, Brown, Chandler, D’ Wolf, Dick- 
ersun, Eaton, Etwards Findlay. Jackson, Johmon, of K niucky, 
K. ight Lanman, Lowrie, McIlvaine, Noble, Paimer, Ruggles, Sey- 
mour, lFalbot, Taylor, of In}. Thomas, Van Buren—23. 

On motion of Mr. Dickerson, the bill was then re- 
ferred to the committee on commerce and manufac- 
tures. 

A good deal of other business was attended to— 
which will be noticed in the subsequent proceed- 


mines. ‘ 


April 21. Mr. Dickerson, on behaif of the committee | 
on commerce and manufactures, to whom was refer- 
red the bill ‘to amend the several acts for imposing du- 


tee tosit upon that subject during the sessions of the 
senate. Mr. Lowrie opposed the motion. Leave was 
refused. 

Certain motions about joining the committee of fi- 





ties on imports,”’requested permission for the commit- | 


ee 








eee 
——— 


3. An indemnity for losses sustained by him, in conse- 
quence of any failure on the partof the govern- 
ment to fulfil its engagements to send him money 
and treasury notes, within the time specified, to 
be deposited in certain banks, as collateral secu- 
rity for loans procured by him, at the request and 
on account of the government; 
4. An irresponsibility for losses incurred by any 
frauds or failures of sub-agents, to whom moneys 
were advanced, through his hands. 
In conformity with this report, a bill was passed, au- 
thorizing ‘‘the proper accounting officers of the trea- 
sury to adjust and settle the accounts and claims of 
Danie! D. Tompkins, late governor of the state of 
New-York, on principles of equity and justice, sub- 
ject to the revision and final decision of the presi- 
dent of the United States.” 

The committee have no doubt, that governor Tomp- 
kins has been, andis yet a creditor of the govern- 
ment, to a large amount, and that every principle of 
justice would recommend a prompt and liberal set- 
tlement of his accounts, upon the basis of the forego- 
ing report: but they are of opinion, also, that the 
act of congress, before recited, gives sufficient au- 
thority for this purpose. 

So far as the committee has been informed, it ap- 
pears that the aforsaid act has been liberally inter- 
preted by the president and accounting officers, and 
that, under the provisions of that law, the president 
of the United States now possesses the power, and 
ought, in the opinion of the committee, to excercise 
it, of doing full and liberal justice to governor Tomp- 
kins. 

The committee do not perceive any good reason, 
therefore, for making any change in the existing law, 
and recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved ‘That the committee of ways and means be discharged 
trom the further consideration of the subjret, and thatit be again 
referred to the president of the United States, for his final deci- 
sion. 

After some conversation on the subject, the re- 
port was laid on the table—76 to 60. 4 


Mr. Hamilton offered the following, which he wish- 


2) 


~~ 








eC nance to the committee on mannfactures and com- ed, for the present, to lie on the table: * 
ed meree, to act on the tariff bill, were considered, and Resolved, Tha: ih. secretary cf Us treasury be direct: d to Isy 
55- a met aT hefore congress, on the first day of the next session, a detailed re- 
" rejected or W ithdraw lle | vision of the existing tariff—a revision which shail have for its ob- 
F A bill concerning invalid pensioners, and for the | jeet the gee pe of re gg qual ” the exigencies of the go- 
7 naliat ins oe mos an | vernment, and which shall be b-neficially accoumodated to the 
elief of col. William Duane, were passed, and sent to | various and existing branches of the productive industry of the 
ihe other house. ‘country ” 
¥- he bill to provide for making surveys of roads | Mr. Floyd, of Virginia, submitted the following re- 
h- and canals, was discussed. The speakers were | solution: 
n- Messrs. Benion, Brown and Holmes, Maine. | “Resolved, That the president of the United States be request: 
4 ied to caus: to be laid betore this house any information he may 
’ | possess, sh. wing the kind and quantity of provisions, stores, or 
1€ IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Wednesday, pril 14. Mr. McLane, of Delaware, 
from the committee of ways and means, delivered in 
the following report: 

“The committee of ways and means, to whom was 
referred the message of the president of the United 
States, of the 25th of March, 1824, relative to the ac- 
counts of Daniel D. Tompkins, report: 

_ That the accounts of Mr. Tompkins underwent a 
‘ull investigation by a committee of the house, ap- 
pointed at the second session of the last congress, 
who made a detailed report thereon, and, in the views 
ef the committee, then expressed, as to the services 
of governor Tompkins, and of his claims to the jus- 


tice and liberality of his country, this committee fully 
concur. 


e ° ° | 
On a consideration of the claims and accounts of 


sovernor Tompkins, the committee, at the last ses- 
sion, reported in favor of, and recommended— 
'. An allowance of interest on all moneys advanced 
by him, on account of the public, from the time 
of making such advances, to the time of his being 
reimbursed ; 
An allowance of a reasonable commission on all 
Menevs disbursed by him, during the late war: 


‘ 





\supphs, of apy kind. which have been sent from the United 
| States to any of the ports of South America on the Paeifie Ocean, 
| tor the use of vessels of war of the United States, designating the 
| port from whence such supplies were seut, the nam = of the ship 
| or vessels so employed, the time when, and the amount paid for 
| such, and for the transportation thc reof: likewise, the name of the 
‘owner or owners of such ships or vessels; how and where paid: 
also, the amount paid in sad ports, by any officer or agevt of 
| this,zovernment, for supplies of any kind, for the vessels of war of 
ithe United States. stating the name aod offiee of the person, the 
'time when, the place where, and the mode of payment—whether 
| in bills, notes, or money: if in bills, or notes, whether at par value, 
if not, at what discount or advance.” 


(Ordered, (the next day), to lie on the table. ] 

Thursday, April 15. Mr. Forsyth, from the select 
committee to whom was referred the subject of the 
Georgia claims, made a detailed report thereupon, re- 
commending an appropriation, (in blank), for the 
purpose of extinguishing the Indian title to territory 
within the limits of Georgia. The report was read. 

Mr. F. moved to refer the repart to a committee of 
the whole on the state cf the union. 

To this reference, Mr. lien, of Mass. objected, as 
| giving to this subject an undue preference over other 
, business earlier introduced into the house. 
| In reply to this objection, Mr. Forsyth said, among 








| 
' } 3.2 q | , . 

other things, that, if the gentleman had examined the 
idocuments connecten with this ren rt, they woarnle 
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have seen that a state of irritation exists, which re- 
quires to be allayed, or it would require something 
stronger than resolutions of this house to allay it! 

Mr. Little supported the reference to a committee 
of the whole on the state of the union, as being most 
proper for a subject which might be considered as of 
national magnitude, &c. 

Mr. 4llen said his reason for objecting to this re- 
ference was, that he was unwilling that the claims of 
individuals, which have been long pending in this 
house, and were now in an advanced stage, should be 

ostponed in order to take up a claim which has been 
ut recently introduced into the house, and on which, 
until this morning, a report had not been made. 
The present session, he thought, was now too far ad- 
vanced to go into an investigation of this new matter. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Forsyth’s mo- 
tion for a reference, and decided in the aflirmative— 
$2 votes to 75. 

Mr. .dllen, of Mass. moved for the consideration of 
the resolution proposed by him, for fixing a day for 
the adjournment of congress; and, on his motion, the 
question of consideration of this proposition was taken 
by yeas and nays. The vote stood as follows: 

For considering it 100 
Against considering it 100 

The house being equally divided on the question, 
the Speaker voted thereupon, in the negative. 

So the house refused to consider the said resolution. 

Friday, 2pril 16. The Speaker laid before the house 
a memorial of John Ross, George Lowrey, major 
Ridge and Elijah Hicks, delegates from the Cherokee 
nation of Indians, representing the unwillingness of the 
Cherokees to abandon the territory upon which they 
reside, declaring their determination to pursue, peace- 
ably, agriculture, manufactures, and the mechanic 
arts, and praying that the general government will 
protect their rights; which was received and ordered 
to be printed. 

The Speaker aiso laid before the house a memorial 
sisned by Thomas Law, Walter Jones and Elias B. 
Caldwell, a committce appointed at a public meeting 
by the. citizens of Washington, praying the attention 
of congress tothe pecuniary embarrassment of the 
country, and the establishment of a national paper 
eurrency, as best calculated to remedy the evil; which 
was, on motion of Mr. Trimble, referred to the com- 
mittee of ways and means, and ordered to be printed. 

The report of the committee of ways and means, on 
the claim of D. D. Tompkins, which, on motion of Mr. 
Cocke, was laid on the table a day or two ago, was 
taken up. : 

Mr. C. then moved to recommit the report to the 
committee of ways and means, with instructions to 
report a bill. This motion he grounded on the fact 
that, to agree to the report of the committee would 
only jeave the matter where it was before. He pro- 
ceeded to examine, in detail, the report of the com- 
mittee, in partof which he said he cordially acquiesced 
being willing to make every just, and even liberal al- 
lowance to this individual, and in other particulars of 
which he was of opinion the government was not 
bound to make to gov. Tompkins any indemnification 
whatever. He specified the sort of allowances which 
he was disposed to make, and those to which he ob- 


jected. He concluded his observations by moving 


the instructions to the committee of ways and means, 
to report a bill, viz: 

“ist. To authorize an allowance of interest on all 
moneys advanced by Daniel D. Tompkins on aecount 
of the United States, from the time of making the ad- 
vances until its re-payment. 

2d. To provide indemnity for actual losses sustain- 
ed by him in consequence of the United States failing 
to furnish him with money and treasury notes, within 
the time stipulated, and on a¢count of which failure, 
the losses were sustained.” 





i 


Mr. Floyd, of Virginia, made afew remarks exp, 
sive of his opinion that the most liberal adjusty, 
of the accounts of this officer should be made. 
would not only settle his accounts liberally, he qj 
but, if within the powers of this house, he would 
him from the national funds any reasonable amo 
of compensation besides, for the eminent services) 
has rendered his country. This country must be 
duced low indeed if it was not disposed to remune; 
| such services as his. Suchamanas Daniel D. Ton 

kins was not always to be found, when wafted. 7; 
virtue and integrity of that man led mainly to 4 
fortunate termination of the war with Great 3; 

tain. He would not trammel the settlement of jj 
accounts with the same checks and restrictions as y, 
required upon the settlement of the accounts of adj 
bursing officer, acting under prescribed rules; fy 
when the United States had nocredit, that individy 
had not spared his own—at a time, too, when, as oy 
| fleets were endeavoring to get to sea, there were ma, 
ina neighboring state, who showed blue lights as sip 
|nals totheenemy. The destinies of this nation wey 
|in a manner, in the hands of that man, and his». 

triotism and virtue saved us from disgrace and «. 

feat, &c. 

Mr. WeLene suggested to the gentleman from Te:. 
nessee the propriety of a recommitment with les 
limited instructions. 

Mr. Cocke professed a desire to do every thing tl, 
justice should dictate to gov. Tompkins, and any mo- 
dification of the instructions, compatible with th 
view of the subject, he was willing to assent to. 

Mr. McLane then expressed his views of this sub. 
ject. He considered thunfortunate that the matte: 
had been. again brought before the house, and was 
averse to a re-commitment of it now, because it was 
too late a period of the session to take up the subject 
de novo, and act upon it. He then stated what wa 
the particuiar situation of the accounts of this gentle 
man, adverting to the act of congress passed at the 
last session, and the principles of the report of the 
select committee on which that act was founded. A! 
that time, he suggested, the subject of these account: 
underwent an elaborate discussion. The question 
whether or not it was proper to make an equitable 
settlement of the claims of governor Tompkins, was 
then decided in the affirmative. If the house wer 
now to undertake to re-settle these clainis, he did net 
know when any settlement of a principle by this hous 
was to be considered conclusive. There must be 
some end to questions of this sort, and he was desirous 
that the same weight should be given to decisions o 
' questions of right by congress, as if the same decisicu 
had been made ina courtof justice. On the questic: 
of commissions, for which the president was disposed 
;to make a liberal allowance to gov. Tompkins, an¢ 
‘which the accounting officers were disposed ta allov 
|on the principles usualin the setticment of ordina‘s 
‘accounts, Mr. McLane said, that Mr. T.. had procul- 
|ed for the government, during the war, loans of mone) 
|for the use of the government to, the amount of on¢ 
| million eight hundred thousand dollars, and had aise 
isbursed those funds: and, without the aid which)! 
‘thus received from this individual, every one mvs! 
| know that the operations of the war would have bee 
| exceedingly embarrassed. For this service, of bor 
|rowing and disbursement, it was proposed to allo* 
him a commission of 5 per cent.—which would mak: 
an amount of about 95,000 dollars. And of thi 
amount, Mr. McLane said, there was a sum © 
460,000 dollars, for which the government had agree“ 
to send to the vice president treasury notes to take "} 
the personal notes which hé had given for it. Bu! 
the treasury notes did not arrive until his own notes 
had become due and been protested, by which his 
credit was destroyed, to which, in a great degree, all 
the subsequent losses and misfortanes of this gentle: 
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man were to be attributed. The committee of ways , 
and means, Mr. McLane said, did not wish to re-inves- | 
tigate this case, or they would have been disposed to: 
recommend a more liberal allowance than was pro- ; 
nosed. Ifinstructed, however, by the house, it would | 
he their duty to take it into consideration. He re- 
lied to some ether suggestions of Mr. Cocke, as to 
the nature of services reudered by Mr. Tompkins in 
the capacity of a major general. If the gentleman 
had had an opportunity of becoming fully acquainted 
with the facts on the subject, he would have learnt, | 








) that his services in that capacity had been of great: 
J to 1 importance. On ene occasion, he had left his family, | 
“Cat Bt then in a deplorable situation, and departed in the, 
nt of night for the frontier, where he called forth the militia, | 
nS as a and at that moment saved the country. The com-' 
of ad mittee of ways and means, he added, would have ac-| 


ceded to the propositions of the vice-president, in re-| 
gard to the difference which now exists between him | 
and the government, if they had not considered the 
jaw of the last session so broad as to make any fur- 


. ther legislation on the subject unnecessary. 
oe Wen Mr. Hamilton rose to testify to the fact of the vice- 
See Pi president having exercised military command during 
NE Cy 


ihe late war, which was within his personal know- 
ledge. ' 
The question was then taken on Mr. Cocke’s motion, 
and decided in the negative by a large majority. 
And the question was then taken on the report of 








ng thi the committee of ways and means, referring the sub- 
ny _ ject back to the final decision of the president, and 
ty the decided in the affirmative, without a division. 
“ The house then resumed the consideration of the 
adores pill for the revision of the several acts laying duties 
+yan upon imports—the question being on Mr. Randolph's 
nd hae motion for the indefinite postponement of the bill— 
ie Mr. McDuffie, of South Carolina, in a speech of, 
tubject something more than two hours, delivered his senti-| 
x “™ ments in decided hostility to the principles of the bill: ! 
Seep When he concluded— 
at the Mr. Markley, of Pennsylvania, rose, not, he said, 
of the to make a speech upon the bill, although sugh had 
. At eriginaily been his intention; but, he thought, after so 
— long a discussion, the house must be ready and anx- 
“vi ious to take the final question on the bill. He, there- 
itable fore, now moved for a call of the house. 
on After the call was concluded, the doors were closed; 
we four members only were found to be absent. 
dct Mr. Stewart then moved to dispense with all further 
house proceedings in relation to the call—his motion Was 
dae carried. 
_ Mr. Trimble, of Kentucky, rose, to call for the 
a previous question. He said, he thought, the per- 
— sent a proper time to finish the debate. It was 
Stich known that one member was attending, contrary to 
vag the advice of his physicians, and two or three others 
ae coatrary to the advice of prudence. He admitted 
low that some courtesy was due to those who wanted to 
comb spea:-, but much more, he thought, was due to those 
val whose sense of duty had brought them to the house 
ee from sick beds. He was one of those who had in- 
<a tended to present his views of the subject before the 
-. final question was taken, and some things had been 
te said on yesterday, which called for a reply from the 
<a friends of the bill; but he had pre-determined to waive 
ee2 his right to do so, and hoped that gentlemen on both 
a sides would consent to close the discussion. No ta- 
ake riff had ever been debated in cold blood, and the old 
this members would support him in saying, that the de- 
of bate on the present bill was marked with more tem- 
aad perance than on former occasions. He hoped it 
ap would terminate in the same spirit of moderation and 
But forbearance, that had marked its progress. He as- 
res sured the house, that he made the cal! under a sense 
his of duty, but in the full spirit of deference for those | 
all who might oppose it. 


ars 
wid 


The cali was sustained, 101 members voting in fa- 


Ue. 





vor of, and 98 against it. Mr. Randolph rose, and 
demanded another count. The chair, in pursuance 
of a rule of the house, then appointed. Messrs. Ran- 
dolph and Taylor as tellers; and the members on each 
side of the question were counted, by passing be- 
tween the tellers, and returned as follows: 
In favor of the previous question 103 
Against it YS 

So the house determined in favor of the previous 
question. 

Mr. Webster then rose. He said he had been wait- 
ing in the house for several days, laboring under se- 
vere indisposition, in order to make a motion in rela- 
tion to this bill, which was of vital importance to his 
constituents; but as he had not yet had an opportuni- 
ty to do it, he moved that the bill be ordered to lie on 
the table. Upon this question, he requested the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were accordingly ordered; and 
the house refused to lay the bill on the table, yeas 98, 
nays 110. 

[it does not appear necessary to insert this set of 
yeas and nays—some of the friends of the bill opposed 
the motion, and some of those opposed to the bill 
supported it; but the number, of such on either side, 
Was very small. | 

So the house determined that the previous question 
be now taken. 

The main question was then put, ‘“‘shall the bill 
pass??? and decided in the affirmative. Ayes 107, 
noes 102. 

[3c The yeas and nayson the passage of the bill 
were precisely the same as particularly given in the 
last Reeister, except that Messrs. Edwards and Mil- 
ler, both of Pennsylvania, were additionally present 
—every member of the house being at his post but 
two—to wit, Mr. Ingham, of Pennsylvania, on account 
of severe sickness in his family, and Mr. Jennings, 
of Indiana, who was too ill himself to attend without 
risk of his life. Several of those present, especially 
Mr. Miller, of Pennsylvania, were much indisposed. | 

So the bill was passed, and ordered to be sent to the 
senate tor concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Storrs, it was ordered, that, 
when this house adjourns, it wiJl adjourn till Monday 
next. 

The house then adjourned. 

Monday, -ipril 19. The speaker presented to the 
house a voluminous address from Ninian Edwards, of 
iliinois, lately appointed minister to Mexico, which 
address was transmitted by the writer, from Wheel- 
ing, and purporting to vindicate himself from certain 
allegations implicating his character, contained in a 
report lately made by the secretary of the treasury, in 
relation to government deposites in the western banks, 
of one of which banks Mr. Edwards was a director. 
[See page 118.] 

Much conversation and debate followed—some 
were for laying the memorial on the table—others 
for printing it, and it was agreed that it should 
be read. When the reading was finished, a discus- 
sion took place of which we cannot give even an out 
line. Messrs. Tucker, of Va. Floyd and Forsyth spoke 
warmly on the subject. At last, it was referred toa 
committee of several members, with power to send 
for persons and papers. 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Rich to the 
end of the session. 

The bill making appropriations for completing the 
several fortifications of the U.S. was taken up in com- 
mittee of the whole, and cousidered and amended. 
It was reported to the house. 

Tuesday, April 20. Mr. Cushman offered the follow- 
ing: 

“Resolved, That ‘he comnijttee of ways and means be instructed 
to inqt.ireito the expediency of laying aduty on stills or suirits 


distilled frum fur irn and domestic materials within the United 
States.” 
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The question being put on its consideration, it was 
decided in the negative—33 members only rising in 
favor of it. 

Mr. Forsyth submitted the following for adoption: 

“Resolved, Yhat the present be officially informed that this 
house has ordered an Investigation of the memorial presented to 
this house on the 19th inst. by N. Edwards, lately appointed mi- 
mister to Mexico that the said N. Edwards may be instructed aut 


oe leave the United States before that investigation bas taken 
place. 


The question of consideration of this motion being | 


called for, (a previous, but not usual question), was 
taken; and there were, 
lor now considering the motion 61 
Against considering it 84 
So the house refused now to consider the proposition. 
After some other proceedings— 





The Speaker, by leave, presented the memorial of | 


Amelia Eugenia de la Rue, heiress of M. De Beaumar- 


> ainda 
— 


The joint resolution from the senate, fixing a time 


for the adjournment of congress—15th May next~ 
was twice read. = A . 


It was, after debate, referred to the joint commit- 


tee appointed on the part of the house of representa- 


tives todetermine on what business shall be taken up 
at the present session,and at what time the two houses 
shall adjourn, &c.--yeas $7, nays 77. 

Mr. Crowninshield, according to notice given yester- 
day, moved to take up the bill from the senate to au- 
thorize the buil ing of ten additional sloops of war— 
decided in the negative, yeas 69, nays 71. 


THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 
In the senate. The whole day was occupied with 
the bill from the house, relative to surveys for roads 
and canals. A motion to strike out the original bill 





chais, in relation to her claim for repayment of mo- 


the United States. 


The bill making appropriations for fortifications was ! 
taken up—many of the items were examined at much 


length, and several amendments offered, and the gene- 
ral merits of the system partially discussed. Mr. 
Wood said that, in the late war, the nation had paid 
326,000 militia, besides her regulars. With sufficient 
forts, 26,000 would have done as much.” Money ap- 
plied wisely in defence, was the best means of pre- 
venting the augmentation of the public debt. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Wednesday, Ipril 21. 
hor business— 

Mr. McDuffie offered the following: 

* Resolved, That the clerk of this house be directed to furnish 
she president of the United States with a copy of the memorial 
of Ninian Exlwards, recently presented to the house, coutaming 
certain charges against the secretary of the treasury.” 

Mr. McDujfie said that he regretted that the subject 


Aftcr disposing of some mi- 


“had been presented to the house at all; but, since it 


had, he thought the fact should be submitted to the 
presideat of the United States, that he might take 
such course as he may deem proper in this matter, it 
being a dispute between his own officers. 

Mr. Saunders aceorded in the propriety of the re- 
solution, and suggested an amendment, that the presi- 
dent be informed of the organization of a committee, 
by this house, to investigate the case. This course, 
he said, would not surprise the president. If the pre- 
sident should choose to recal Mr. Edwards, he would 
have it in his powertodoso. He might be permit- 
ted to say, that the course of Mr. Edwards was not the 
same as that pursued towards Mr. Hamilton, then se- 
cretary of the treasury, in 1794. Mr. Giles called 
for information, and boldly ofered and supported 
his motion, and did not throw charges into the house, 
and leave them to pursue them if they could. The 
same course ought to have been pursued by Mr. Ed- 
wards in this case, instead of which he has departed 
hence on his way to a foreign station, and thrown his 
charges back upon those he has left behind. 

Mr. Webster said he hoped he might be excused for 
making a single remark, without going farther. It 
was obvious the committee, which had been appointed, 
had no time to make any progress in investigating the 
charges of Mr. Edwards, at this session. He hoped the 
house had confidence enough in the committee to 
agree to the motion he should now make, which was, 
to defer acting upon this motion until to-morrow 
morning. With this view, Mr. W. moved that the 
motion lie on the table. [Agreed to.] 

The engrossed bill making appropriations for fortifi- 
cations was reada third time. Much discussion took 
place. A motion, made by Mr Cobb, to recommit the 


bill, was negatived—yeas 64, nays 103; and then it 


was passed and sent to the senate. 


emo ta Oe - 
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was negatived, by receiving an equal yote—21 to 21! 


‘and even a motion to adjourn was carried by the 
neys advanced by her late father for the service of | 


casting vote of the chair; the president not being in 
the senate. 

In the house of representatives there was also an ardu- 
ous time. 

Mr. Floyd, from the committee to whom was refer- 
red the memorial of V. Edwards, vindicating himseit 
and accusing Mr. Secretary Crawford, pursuant to in- 
structions of the committee, communicated the fol- 
lowing minutes of its proceedings, viz. 

“The commitiee to whom was referred a commu- 
nication from Ninian Edwards, report the following 
minutes of their proceedings to Bis houke of represen- 
tatives: 

elpril 21, 1824. 
committee. ' 

Voted, That the committee ought to proceed te 
make inquiry into the matters contained in the said 
memoriai, andconnected therewith. 

Voled, Vhat, for the purpose of such inquiry, the at- 
tendance of the said Ninian Edwards upon the com- 
mittee, to be by them examined, is requisite; and 
that his attendance be accordingly ordered. 

Voted, That the chairman do inform the house of the 
foreguing resolutions of the committee, and inasmuch 
as itis suggrested that the said Ninian Edwards is 
about to leave the United States on foreign diplomatic 
service, 

Voted, That the chairman do move the house that 
information of said communication, of the votes of 
the house thereon, and of the foregoing resolutions ot 
the committee, be communicated to the president o1 
the United States.” 

The Jatter proposition having been put into the 
form of a motion by Mr. Taylor, of New-York, and the 
question being upon agreeing thereto— 

A very long debate followed in the house, in which 


Present, all the members of the 


a writ requiring the personal appearance of Mr. Edwards. 
Mr. Cook having stated that that gentleman was pro- 
bably on his way to New Orleans, for embarkation— 
Mr. Forsyth said, it was only what he suspected. 
The Parthian throws behind him his poisoned arrows 
as he retreats, and then flies beyond the reach of pur- 
suit. But, Mr. F. said, he could nut fortunately leave 
the United States before the process of the committee 
could reach him. The vessel which was to have the 
honor to bear him out, had not yet left the navy yard 
at this place, and, as he would scarcely venture to sail 
without the protection of the guns of the nation, he 
could yet be overtaken. 

ut we cannot follow the debate—the temper of it 
may be seen from what has been said. The report 
of the committee was agreed to. Mr. Edwards’ com- 
munication, with its accompanying papers, were or- 
dered to be printed. : 

Several other subjects were taken up and consider 
ed. 
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it was stated that the committee had issucd and sent off 








